
 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA   
January 2, 2024 

7:30 p.m. 
 
The meeting convenes at City Hall, in Council Chambers, 1st Floor, 538 N. Market Street, Wooster, Ohio. 
 

I. ROLL CALL & ORDERING OF AGENDA 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

III. COMMUNICATIONS FROM MAYOR/ADMINISTRATION 
Memo re: Proposed Fee Schedule for 2024 
Memo re: Linked Deposit Program Activity for 2023 
 

IV. COUNCIL ORGANIZATION 
a. Appoint and swear-in new member 
b. President Pro Tempore appointment 
c. Committee assignments 
 

V. PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS FROM PUBLIC 
Liquor Control request to transfer a license from Red Rover LLC to Par Mar Oil at 1058 W. Old Lincoln 
Way 

 
VI. COMMITTEE REPORTS; PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

1. Second Reading -  RESOLUTION 2023-86 A RESOLUTION IMPOSING A MORATORIUM ON THE GRANTING  
        OR PROCESSING OF PERMITS  FOR ANY BUILDING, STRUCTURE, USE OR CHANGE OF  
        USE THAT WOULD ENABLE CULTIVATION, PROCESSING, OR RETAIL SALE OF MARIJUANA 
        WITHIN THE CITY OF WOOSTER, AND ALLOWING FOR IMMEDIATE ENACTMENT (Knapic) 

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

1. First Reading –  RESOLUTION NO. 2024-01 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF     
        ADMINISTRATION TO EXPEND ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR LANDSCAPING SERVICES FROM 
        BUSHWACKED LANDSCAPING AND ALLOWING FOR IMMEDIATE ENACTMENT (Huszai) 
 
2. First Reading -  RESOLUTION NO. 2024-02 A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING GRANT FUNDS FROM THE OHIO  
        PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION FOR EMERGENCY REPLACEMENT OF AN ANAEROBIC   
        DIGESTER COVER, AND ALLOWING FOR IMMEDIATE ENACTMENT (Malta) 
 
3. First Reading -    ORDINANCE NO. 2024-01 AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE SALARY OF CITY COUNCIL 
        MEMBERS AND PRESIDENT FOR THE TERMS BEGINNING ON OR AFTER JANUARY 1, 2025 
        (Abernathy) 
 
4. First Reading -  RESOLUTION NO. 2024-03 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF     
        ADMINISTRATION TO PURCHASE A DUMP TRUCK, AND ALLOWING FOR IMMEDIATE  
        ENACTMENT (Huszai) 
 
5. First Reading -   ORDINANCE NO. 2024-02 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO  
        AN AGREEMENT WITH FOODSPHERE (CORP). AND WOOSTER LOCAL FOODS     
        COOPERATIVE INC. FOR COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA TAX INCENTIVES, WITH  



 
 

        BOO BEARS BREW LLC AND RIDE ON WOOSTER BICYCLES INC. AUTHORIZED AS    
        TENANTS, FOR IMMEDIATE ENACTMENT (Abernathy) 

 
IX. MISCELLANEOUS  

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
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Bob Reynolds
Mayor

Andrei A. Dordea, CPA
Director of Finance

Phone (330) 263-5225
Fax: (330) 263-5262

Email : adordea@woosteroh.com

CITY OF WOOSTER
538 N. Market Street, P.O. Box 1128

Wooster, Ohio 4469'1 -7 082

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

DATE:

CC:

N'IAYOR I{Ii\'NO],I)S & CITY COUN(]II,

r\NI)l{l'll

],INKI,]I)

IX)Rt)li,\

l'}lt(XIRANL\(l'l'l VI'l'\' 2023

JANUARY 2,2024

AMY HAMILTON _ CLERK OF COUNCII,

Pursuant to Section 159.06 @) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Wooster, I am requited to
report to the Mayor and Council on the Linked Deposit Program for the preceding calendar year. In
accordance with this section, I hereby report that there u/as no activity relating to the City's Linked
Deposit Program during the year ended December 31,2023.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions
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RESOLUTION NO. 2023-86

A RESOLUTION IMPOSTNG A MORATORIUM ON THE
GRANTING OR PROCESSING OF PERMITS FOR ANY
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, USE OR CHANGE OF USE THAT
WOULD ENABLE CULTIVATION, PROCESSTNG, OR
RETAIL SALE OF MARIJUANA WITHIN THE CITY OF
WOOSTER, AND ALLOWING FOR IMMEDIATE
ENACTMENT

WHEREAS, Ohio voters approved State Issue 2 on November 7, 2023 adopting proposed

legislation authorizing the cultivation, sale, and use of marijuana products for recreational purposes;

and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to the operation of Article II, Section lb of the Ohio Constitution, the

proposed legislation now approved by Ohio voters will automatically be incorporated into the Ohio
Revised Code as Sections 3780.01 through 3780.99 and become effective on December 7,2023 with
no further action required by the Ohio General Assembly (the "Act"); and,

WHEREAS, upon the passage of Issue 2, members of the Ohio General Assembly have

already expressed an intention to amend the Act but have not yet clarified whether the Act will be

repealed, modified, or materially altered; and,

WHEREAS, Section 3780.03 of the Act provides that a newly created "Division of
Cannabis" shalladopt rules establishing standards and procedures for the implementation of the adult
use marijuana program, including licensing requirements for cultivators, processors, and retailers; and

WHEREAS, the Act, as currently constituted, provides the Division of Cannabis a period of
nine months after December 7, 2023 to implement rules and regulations regarding the adult-use

marijuana program pursuant to Section 3780.28; and

WHEREAS, Council and the Mayor intend to adopt legislation that provides for the orderly
implementation of adult use cannabis in the City consistent with State laws and regulations; and

WHEREAS, at least until such time as regulations are adopted, the amendments to the Act
are adopted, and the City has had an opportunity to study the foregoing, Council has determined it to
be in the best interests of the community health, safety, and welfare to impose an immediate
moratorium on any cultivation, processing, or retail dispensing of marijuana for adult use business

purposes in any form within the City of Wooster, except as required by the Act; now, therefore

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
woos't'L,R, oHlo:

SECTION l. Except as required by the Act, City Council hereby imposes an immediate

moratorium on the issuance and processing of any permits for cultivators, processors, and retail
dispensaries of adult-use marijuana as defined in Sections 3780.01 through 3780.99 of the Ohio
Revised Code.

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Ohio Constitution and local ordinances, City Council possesses

the inherent power to enact appropriate planning, zoning, and business regulation laws that further the
health, safety, welfare, comfort, and peace of its citizens, including restricting, prohibiting and/or
regulating certain business uses; and



SECTION 2. The purpose of this moratorium is to allow the City Administration and
Council to consider amendments to pertinent Codified Ordinances, including the Zoning Code, to
prepare regulations which may be necessary, and to determine where and whether to allow, limit or
prohibit cultivators, processors, and retail dispensaries in the City.

SECTION 3. Council and the Mayor hereby direct and order that no permits for cultivators,
processors or retail dispensaries of adult-use marijuana shall be issued or processed by the City during
the moratorium, except as may be required by the Act with respect to existing dispensaries of
marijuana products for medical use.

SECTION 4. The moratorium shall be in effect for a period beginning from the effective date
of this Resolution through the earlier of July 31,2024{tntil changes are enacted to amend the

Codified Ordinance of the City of Wooster to address these issues, or until Council approves
legislation explicitly revoking this moratorium, whichever occurs first.

SECTION 5. This Council finds and declares that all formal actions concerning and relating
the adoption of this resolution occurred in an open meeting of this Council or its committees, in

with law.

SECTION 6. This Resolution is declared to be necessary to the immediate preservation of
public health, peace, safety, and welfare of the City, or providing for the usual daily operation of a
ricipal department or division; and for the further reason that prompt action is necessary to impose
moratorium in order to permit the City of Wooster to more fully study the problem and the need, if
, for the regulation thereof; wherefore, this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and

after its passage and approval by the Mayor; provided it receives the affirmative vote of
least three-fourths of the members of the Council; otherwise it shall take effect and be in force from

after the earliest period allowed by law.

l't Reading ll-ly- a< 2'd Reading 3'd Reading

Passed Vote:

Attest:
Clerk of Council President of Council

Approved: 2023
Mayor

lntroduced by: Robert Reynolds



Authorization for Bid

Request for Agenda Item

Purchase Capital Item

tr
Non-Capitalg

Division Law Meeting Date Requested l2ll8l23

Project Name Issue 2 Moratorium Estimated Total Funds/Costs: None

Is Full Amount Budgeted? Not applicable

Description of Request: This is a request for a Moratorium on the issuance of any permits for businesses that
would be allwed under R.C. 3780 to cultivate, process, and/or sell marijuana at retail. As the regulatory
structure for the activities regulated in R.C. 3780 is not yet completed, and the legislation itself may be

amended, a moratorium is prudent at this time pending the final regulations.

The moratorium will allow the City to consider amendments to pertinent Codified Ordinances, including the
Zoning Code, to prepare regulations which may be necessary, and to determine where and whether to allow,
limit or prohibit cultivators, processors, and retail dispensaries in the City.

Justification / Benefits: Passing this legislation will allow the City to make prudent and knowledgeable
regulations once the

Will this Project affect the City's Operating Costs NO

What Alternatives Exist and what are the Implications of the Alternatives: We could take no action, but this
would be imprudent because we do not know what the final regulatory structure will be.

Is there a need for Suspension of the Rules or a Time Frame when this must be passed? EI Yes E no
lf Yes, Note Reasons Immediate enactment is necessary since the current contract expires at the end of

2023.

NOTE: Emergency Clause Required if Legislative Effective Date is IMMEDIATE.

Manager Requesting: John Scavelli Date: 12-12-23

Approved for Agenda EI Yes tr No



RESOLUTION NO. 2024-OI

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF

ADMINISTRATION TO EXPEND ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR

LANDSCAPING SERVICES FROM BUSHWACKED
LANDSCAPING AND ALLOWING FOR IMMEDIATE
ENACTMENT

WHEREAS, this City Council adopted an annual budget for 2O23, and such budget includes

landscaping services;

WHEREAS, the City has exceeded the $50,000.00 bid limit with Bushwacked Landscaping

for fall cleanup;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

WOOSTER, OHIO:

SECTION l. The Director of Administration is authorized to exceed the $50,000.00 bid limit

in its expenditures with Bushwacked Landscaping.

SECTION 2. The cost of such expenditures will not exceed $66'000.

SECTION 3. This Council finds and declares that all formal actions concerning and relating

to the adoption of this Resolution occurred in an open meeting of this Council or its committees, in

compliance with the law.

SECTION 4. This Resolution is hereby declared to be necessary to the immediate

preservation of the public health, peace, safety and welfare of the City, or providing for the usual daily

operation of a municipal department or division; wherefore, this Resolution shall be in full force and

effect from and immediately after its passage and approval by the Mayor; provided it receives the

affirmative vote of at least three-fourths of the members of Council; otherwise it shall take effect and

be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law.

Introduced: Passed Vote:

Attest
Clerk of Council President of Council

Approved: 2024
Mayor

Introduced by: Steve Huszai



Wpl*d
Authorization for Bid

Request for Agenda Item

Purchase Capital Item

V
Non-Capital

Division PPM
Meeting Date Requested 1t2t2024

Project Name
Landscaping Services

Estimated Total Funds/Costs
$16,000.00

Is Full Amount Budgeted? [ Yes tr No
lf YES, three readings NOT REQIIIRED

If No, How is the Purchase to be Funded?

Description of Request

A resolution authorizing the Director of Administration to expend funds for landscaping
services with Bushwacked Landscaping. This includes City Owned Property Landscaping
and Bed Maintenance of the following services throughout the entire year: weed control,
pre-emergent application, mulching, pruning, trimming, debris removal, and bed edging.
These locations include: City Hall, City Parks, Downtown Parking Lots, Downtown
Planters and Tree Wells, Gateways and Roundabouts. Requests For Quotes (RFQ's)
were soliticed for this work each year.
The Public Properties Maintenance Division has exceeded the $50,000 limit to one
vendor for 2023 and will require council authorization.

Justification / Benefits
Request is to approve payment for fall cleanup work performed in December 2023

Will this Project affect the City's Operating Costs

No

What Alternatives Exist and what are the Implications of the Alternatives

The contractor will not get paid for the work they performed.

Is this a Sole Source Bid or Non-Bid Situation E Yes tr No
If Yes, Explain The Circumstances:

Is there a need for Suspension of the Rules or a Time Frame when this must be passed? E Yes E No
lf Yes, Note Reasons

lmmediate approval ensures the contractor will be paid for the work performed.

NOTE: Emergency Clause Required if Legislative Effective Date is IMMEDIATE.

Manager Requesting: CUft Denning Date: 1212112023

Approved for Agenda I Ves tr No

I



RESOLUTION NO. 2024-02

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING GRANT FUNDS FROM THE
OHIO PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION FOR EMERGENCY
REPLACEMENT OF AN ANAEROBIC DIGESTER COVER,
AND ALLOWING FOR IMMEDIATE ENACTMENT

WHEREAS, the Ohio Public Works Commission ("OPWC"), has approved a grant for the

replace an anaerobic digester cover; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to replace the recently failed anaerobic digester cover in order to

continue to land apply biosolids; and

WHEREAS, OPWC, through this grant, will pay for eighty percent of the construction costs.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

WOOSTER, OHIO:

SECTION l. That rhe Mayor is hereby authorized to accept the OPWC fbr grant monies as

described above.

SECTION 2. The City, by its Mayor, is lurther authorized to execute any necessary documents

in connection therewith fbr obtaining this financial assistance.

SECTION 3. This Council finds and declares that all formal actions concerning and relating

to the adoption of this Resolution occurred in an open meeting of this Council or its committees, in

compliance with the law.

SECTION 4. This Resolution is hereby declared to be necessary to the immediate

preservation of the public health, peace, safety and welfare of the City, or providing for the usual

daily operation of a municipal department or division; wherefore, this Resolution shall be in full force

and effect from and immediately after its passage and approval by the Mayor; provided it receives the

affirmative vote of at least three-fourths of the members of the Council; otherwise it shall take effect

and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law.

Passed: ,2024

Attest
Clerk of Council President of Council

Approved: 2024
Mayor

Introduced by: Chris Malta

I st reading 2nd reading 3rd reading

Vote: 

-
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Authorization for Bid

Request for Agenda ltem

Purchase Capital Item

tr
Non-Capital

I

Division: Engineering Meeting Date Requested January 2,2024

Pro.iect Name WRRF Anaerobic Digester Cover
Replacement

Estimated Total Funds/Costs $125,000. If authorized,
OPWC willfund up to $100,000 with grant funds.

Is Full Amount Budgeted? X Yes n No
If YES, three readings NOT REQUIRED

If No, How is the Purchase to be Funded?

Description of Request This is a request to authorize the acceptance of grant funds from the Ohio Public Works

Commlssion for the emergency replacement of an anaerobic digester cover at the WRRF. The grant will pay for

80o/c of construction costs.

Justification / Benefits This request is to accept OPWC Emergency grant funding

Will this Project affect the City's Operating Costs By replacing one of the recently failed anaerobic digester

covers, the City can continue to land apply rather than have to landfill the biosolids.

What Alternatives Exist and what are the Implications of the Alternatives We could do nothing and not accept

the OPWC grant tunds.

Is this a Sole Source Bid or Non-Bid Situation tr Yes X No
If Yes, Explain The Circumstances:

Is the." , rr""d for Suspension of the Rules or a Time Frame when this must be passed? X Yes E No
If Yes, Note Reasons Legislation accepting the grant funds must be provided to OPWC no later than

January 14,2024 or this funding opportunity will be tbrfeited.

NOTE: Emergency Clause Required if Legislative Effective Date is IMMEDIATE.

Manager Requesting: John Rice Date: December 18. 2023

Approved for Agenda I Yes E No



ORDINANCE NO. 2O24-OI

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE SALARY OF CITY
COUNCIL MEMBERS AND PRESIDENT FOR THE TERMS
BEGINNING ON OR AFTER JANUARY 1,2025

WHEREAS, Section 2.03 of the Charter of the City of Wooster requires salaries of
elected officials to be set by Ordinance of City Council at least five days prior to the last day for
filing for candidacy; and in connection therewith, that a Compensation Commission will be

convened every four years to review the compensation of elected officials and make
recommendations as to the amounts to be paid thereto; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 2.03 of the Cha(er a Compensation Commission
was impaneled by approval of Wooster City Council on December I l, 2023; and the commission
convened soon thereafter to organize and conduct deliberations, as provided in the Charter; and

WHEREAS, such salaries were last established in 2019; and the Compensation
Commission has completed its study and submitted its report to this Council (a copy of which is

attached hereto and incorporated herein), and hereby recommends that the salary paid to the

members of City Council and Council President be increased in order to bring that office in line
with the peer cities identified by the commission.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCTL OF THE CITY OF
WOOSTER, OHIO:

A. President of Council:
For any term beginning after January 1,2025 $ I 1,000.00 Annually

B. Council Member:
For any term beginning after January 1,2025. $9,000.00 Annually

SECTION 2. This Council finds and declares that all formal actions concerning and

relating to the adoption of this Ordinance occurred in an open meeting of this Council or its
committees, in compliance with the law.

SECTION 3. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after the

earliest date allowed by law.

3rd readinglst reading

Passed:

2nd reading

2024

Attest:
Clerk of Council

Approved: 2024

Vote

President of Council

Introduced by: Michael Abernathy

Mayor

SECTION L The salaries of President of Council and Members of Council shall be

established as follows:



a')5
$*.t' Request for Agenda Item

Authorization for Bid Purchase Capital Item

tr g
Division Law Meeting Date Requested ll2l24

Council Compensation Estimated Total Funds/Costs: None

Is Full Amount Budgeted? Not applicable

Description of Request: In accordance with Section 2.03 of the Charter a Compensation Commission was

impaneled by approval of Wooster City Council on December 11,2023; and the commission convened soon

thereafter to organize and conduct deliberations, as provided in the Charter.

The Commission made the following recommendations:

1. The compensation for the Mayor shall stay the same.

2. The compensation for the President of Council shall be increased to $11,000.00.
3. The compensation for Council members shall be increased to $9'000.00.

These changes shall take effect for the next officials starting new terms.

Justification / Benefits: Passing this legislation will allow for increased compensation for City Council

Will this Project affect the City's Operating Costs NO

What Alternatives Exist and what are the Implications of the Alternatives: We could take no action, but this
would prevent Council compensation increases until Compensation Commission is convened again.

Is there a need for Suspension of the Rules or a Time Frame when this must be passed? [ Yes X No

NOTE: Emergency Clause Required if Legislative Effective Date is IMMEDIATE.

Manager Requesting: John Scavelli Date: 12-28-23

Approved for Agenda EI Yes E No

Non-Capital



RESOLUTION NO. 2024-03

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF

ADMINISTRATION TO PURCHASE A DUMP TRUCK, AND
ALLOWING FOR IMMEDIATE ENACTMENT

WHEREAS, the City is in need of a new dump truck for road maintenance, leaf collection, as

well as snow and ice removal throughout the City'

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

WOOSTER, OHIO:

SECTION l. The Director of Administration is authorized to purchase a new dump truck for

general maintenance uses (for road maintenance, leaf collection, as well as snow and ice removal

throughout the City), with payment to originate from the Capital Improvements Fund, Fund 301.

With respect to such purchase, the Director of Administration will advertise according to law

and enter into a purchase contract with the lowest and best bidder, except that if the item is available

through a state-sponsored cooperative purchasing program or can be accomplished through a vendor

upon equivalent terms, conditions and specifications, but at a price which is equal to or lower than that

which is available from the state-sponsored program, s/he may make such purchase therefrom if s/he

determines that the price and availability is more advantageous to the City.

SECTION 2. The cost of such purchase is included in the 2024 Appropriations Budget.

SECTION 3. This Council finds and declares that all formal actions concerning and relating

to the adoption of this Resolution occurred in an open meeting of this Council or its committees, in

compliance with the law.

SECTION 4. This Resolution is hereby declared to be necessary to the immediate

preservation of the public health, peace, safety and welfare of the City, or providing for the usual daily

operation of a municipal department or division; wherefore, this Resolution shall be in full force and

effect from and immediately after its passage and approval by the Mayor; provided it receives the

affirmative vote of at least three-fourths of the members of the Council; otherwise it shall take effect

and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law.

Introduced Passed: Vote:

Attest:
Clerk of Council President of Council

Approved: 2024
Mayor

Introduced by: Steve Huszai
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Authorization for Bid

Request for Agenda Item

Purchase Capital Item

V
Non-Capital

Division
PPM

Meeting Date Requested 1nl2o24
Project Name

2024 Dump Truck Purchase
Estimated Total Funds/Costs

$210,000

Is Full Amount Budgeted? E Yes E Xo
If YES, three readings NOT REQUIRED

lf No, How is the Purchase to be Funded?

Description of Request

Purchase of a new dump truck to be used for road maintenance, leaf collection, as well as
snow and ice removal throughout the City. The new truck will be equipped with a dump
bed, snowplow and salt spreader with deicing equipment.

Capital lmprovement Fund - 2024 Budget
Approximate Cost: $21 0,000

Justification / Benefits
This new truckwill be replacing a 2OO5 lnternational truckwith 86,868 miles. The truck has many deficiencies including: internal engine issues, electrical issues

cab floor and corners rusted through, bed in dump body needs replaced, etc. Over the last two years this truck has left the driver stranded many times.

The lead time for new trucks is projected to be 1 6 months before taking delivery. Fortunately, we have located a truck thal meets our chassis and equipment

specifications which would enable us to take delivery in August of this year.

Will this Project affect the City's Operating Costs

N/A

What Alternatives Exist and what are the Implications of the Alternatives

Continue to operate with an aging fleet will require additional maintenance and potentially
more frequent down times.

tr ttrir a Sole Source Bid or Non-Bid Situation E yes E No
If Yes, Explain The Circumstances:

This purchase will be State and/or Government Sourcewell Bid Vendors to receive the best pricing
available.

k tlr... a need for Suspension of the Rules or a Time Frame when this must be passed? [ Ves E No
lf Yes, Note Reasons

The truck is on hold for the City to purchase, but immediate action is critical to secure the purchase

NOTE: Emergency Clause Required if Legislative Effective Date is IMMEDIATE.

Manager Requesting: Curt Denning Date: 1212812023

Approved for Agenda E Yes tr No



ORDINANCE NO. 2024-02

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO
ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH FOODSPHERE
(CORP). AND WOOSTER LOCAL FOODS
COOPERATIVE INC. FOR COMMUNITY
REINVESTMENT AREA TAX INCENTIVES, WITH
BOO BEARS BREW LLC AND RIDE ON WOOSTER
BICYCLES INC. AUTHORIZED AS TENANTS, FOR

IMMEDIATE ENACTMENT

WHEREAS, FoodSphere is a Corporation for non-profit enterprise engaged in a

charitable educational mission to assist and encourage Ohio farmers and entrepreneurs

through community outreach, programming to cultivate economic growth, and sustainable

production, desires to reahabilitate a 12,071 square foot retail facility ar 146 W. South

Street, Wooster, Ohio 44691 including a potential addition of 3,807 square feet as funds

allow, within the area designated by Wooster City Council as a community reinvestment

area (CRA), including a capital investment of approximately $3,752,092 for the new

construction; and it has requested tax abatement as an incentive to make these

improvements; and

WHEREAS, Wooster Local Foods Cooperative Inc., doing business as Local Roots

Market and Cafd, is a corporation for profit, deemed non-profit per Ohio Revised Code

1729.02, and is in the business of supporting producers of agricultural products in the

Wayne County region, will participate in the funding for the rehabilitation as it seeks to

expand its operations and services with increased operating space and staffing within; and

WHEREAS, Ride On Wooster Bicycles Inc. is a corporation for-profit and Boo

Bears Brew LLC, a limited liability company for-profit, will lease space within the 146 W.

South Street, Wooster, Ohio 44691, and request authorization to be situated on the premises

and agree to ensure compliance with ohio community reinvestment area law; and

WHEREAS, the Wooster Growth Corporation has reviewed the application and

rendered a unanimous recommendation that the application will have a positive impact on

the City; and

WHEREAS, the Wooster City School District Board of Education has also received

notice thereof, as provided by law, with its Wooster Growth representative having provided

a vote in favor of the recommendation for CRA treatment.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

WOOSTER, OHIO:

SECTION l. The Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into an agreement on behalf

of the City of Wooster with FoodSphere and Wooster Local Foods Cooperative Inc. for
CRA tax incentives. The terms of such agreement will include, but not be limited to, the

following: (l) abatement of real estate taxes of seventy-five percent U57c): (2) for a

maximum term not to exceed ten [0] years; (3) the retention of six [6] full-time jobs and

twelve [12] part-time jobs with the creation of two [2] additional full-time jobs and six [6]



part-time jobs, or equivalent, within three [3] years; (4) a waiver of the requirement that

FoodSphere and Wooster Local Foods Cooperative Inc. significantly maintain their

operations at the site for an additional year for each year of exemption; (5) Ride On

Wooster Bicycles Inc and Boo Bear Brews LLC are authorized as tenants with associated

jobs and payrolls at the project site to be credited toward FoodSphere and Wooster Local

Foods Cooperative Inc's commitments, and (5) such other terms as the Mayor, in his/her

discretion, deems appropriate.

SECTION 2. This Council finds and declares that all formal actions concerning

and relating to the adoption of this ordinance occurred in an open meeting of this Council,

in compliance with law.

SECTION 3. This Ordinance is hereby declared to be necessary to the immediate

preservation of the public health, peace, safety and welfare of the City, or providing for the

usual daily operation of a municipal department or division, and for the further reason that

prompt action is necessary in order to facilitate the maintenance of an economic

development incentive project through authorizing the transfer of an agreement to new

property owners as originally contemplated; wherefore, this Ordinance shall be in full force

and effect from and immediately after its passage and approval by the Mayor; provided it
receives the affirmative vote of at least three-fourths of the members of the Council;

otherwise it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by

law.

I st reading

Passed:

2nd reading 3rd reading

Attest:
Clerk of Council President of Council

Approved: ,2024
Mayor

Introduced by: Michael Abernathy

2024 Vote:



bld ,oou'o'
{

Authorization for Bid

Request for Agenda ltem

Purchase Capital Item Non-Capital

V
Division

Development
Meeting Date Requested January 2,2024

Project Name
1O-Yr, 75% CRA Request

Estimated Total Funds/Costs
$0.00

Is Full Amount Budgeted? E Yes E No
lf YES, three readings NOT REQUIRED

If No' How is the Purchase to be Funded? N/A - Exempts taxes on non-basic sector rehabilitation
project. Forgo $22K in direct revenue, offsets -$371K.

Description of Request

Nonprofits FoodSphere and Local Roots hope to rehab and expand a retail facility at 146. W. South St and
request a tax exemption, estimated at $183,035 to $274,681, through a 10-yr, 75% CRA. While nonprofit, Ohio
does not exempt the project's use (though a few other states would). The 12,071sf, 58-year old building has lost
40o/o oI its tax value over the 20 years. As funds allow, the partnership hopes to build a 3,807sf addition. Local
Roots (co-op) supports local food producers and artisans with marketing space and commercial kitchen access,
while volunteer FoodSphere focus on direct entrepreneurship support. Their leased space at the County-owned
140 S. Walnut St. site has become constrained. Local Roots, along with tenant Boo Bears Brews, are moving to
the former grocery-turned- residential-turned-retail space. (Not a project component, but application discloses
this as a relocation as it has not yet occurred.) CRA would free up capacity for debt-service and operations, a

-22.5o/o impact. Staff recommends CRA due to: 1.) fiscal impacts with reinvesting a downtown structure, 2.) need
for funding (project will be largely supported through donations) 3.) employment activity in the Downtown, 4.) high
likelihood of applicants' success at graduating new entrepreneurs and businesses into self-sustaining entities.

Justification i Benefi ts

CRA would lower overall project costs / debt-service by an estimated 22.5o/o, allowing donor and govt
grant funding to accomplish significantly more, and increase the likelihood of achieving a fullscope of
rehabilitation. Project has received a Wooster Growth recommendation, with a supporting vote from
WCSD representative. Project will aid in reversing a depreciating real estate pressures in Downtown.

Will this Project affect the City's Operating Costs

City forgos $10,488 to $15,740 in future revenues while receiving a similar gain. Project is dependent on CRA.

What Alternatives Exist and what are the Implications of the Alternatives

The request is exemplary of the spirit of the program. Council is no obligation to grant approval as CRA is

discretionary, however, nonprofit missions supported by donations,grants, and local funding are the most compelling
drivers for rehab. CRA would boost the impact of project donor funds by an estimated 22.5o/o.

Is this a Sole Source Bid or Non-Bid Situation E yes

If Yes, Explain The Circumstances:

N/A

No

Is there a need for Suspension of the Rules or a Time Frame when this must be passed? E Ves E No
If Yes, Note Reasons

A suspension of the rules would greatly aid in planning and fundraising.

NOTE: Emergency Clause Required if Legislative Effective Date is IMMEDIATE.

Manager Requesting: Jonathan Millea Date: December 21 ,2023

Approved for Agenda E Yes tr No



Main Street WOOSTER
December 19,2023

Wooster City School District Board of Education

144 North Market Street, Wooster OH 44691

Wooster Growth Corporation
538 North Market Street, Wooster OH 44691

Wooster City Council

538 North Market Street, Wooster OH 44691

RE: FoodSphere lnc., Local Roots, et al

146 W. South Street, Wooster, OH 44691 (Parcel 64-00146.000)

Dear Wooster Stakeholders,

I am the Executive Director of Main Street Wooster and a Trustee of FoodSphere. On behalf of Main
Street WoosteL please consider this letter of support for the CRA tax abatement application of
FoodSphere, Local Roots, et alfor 146 W South Street. The exemption has an estimated value of
St8l,O:S to 5274,681with a requested CRA term of t5% for 10 years.

The Local Roots Cooperative is well respected in the community, serving as an anchor business for the C-

4 Central Business District for over a decade. This unique organization brings the community together
through its year-round farmers'market, events, workshops, and by nurturing entrepreneurs, Forthose
reasons, it has a crucial, symbiotic relationship with our downtown ecosystem. Local Roots has also been

engaged with Arts District planning in recent years, in addition to showcasing local artists as part of its
business model.

FoodSphere, a 501c3 nonprofit, was founded to expand the entrepreneurial support that Local Roots
provides to its food suppliers.

While FoodSphere has acquired the property at L46 S Market with the intention of growing the impact
and benefits that it and Local Roots provide, success is not guaranteed. The viability of this evolving
enterprise could hinge on the cash flow impact of the requested CRA.

The joint project itself serves the City of Wooster's Economic Development Strategic Plan, adopted this
year. This Plan includes a Goalof Entrepreneurship - "Become a center for entrepreneurship, innovation,
and creative industries."

The project also aligns with the developing Wooster Comprehensive Plan, which contemplates

investment in an Arts District which will include 145 W South Street in its footprint.

For these reasons, this project is a highly worthwhile investment that will benefit the community

through increased business development, commerce, and arts-related tourism.

Thank you for r consideration,

SHAN ON WALLER

Executive Director
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JE:
WAYNE COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

Sue A. Smail rt Jonathan Hofstetter * Ron Amstutz

December 26,2023

Re: Support for approving CRA for FoodSphere, lnc.

To: Wooster CRA Decision-makers,

The Wayne County Commissioners are writing to provide our support for approving a
Community Redevelopment Area (CRA) tax incentive submitted by FoodSphere, Inc.
We understand this application would assist FoodSphere, in association with Wooster
Local Foods Cooperative, d.b.a. Local Roots Market & Cafe, in redeveloping the facility
at 146 W. South Street, Wooster, currently known as the RideOn building.

Sincerely,

,A-0./^;J
Sue A. Smail bnathan tter Ron Amstutz

az8 WEST LIBERTY STREET WOOSTER, OHIO 44691 11o-z17-54oo F AX yo-287-54o7
commissioners@wavneohio ors

We do rot diso iniratg ir rh. p,roision ol eerui..' ot.nployncrt t,cduse of honttap, rae, eotor, c.cd, natioMl oriSi,, s.r o, aB!

We are aware of this pro.ject, and see it as compatible with, and a significant component
in the larger Arts District project. Both this project, and the Arts District in general, show
considerable promise for enhancing the quality of life for citizens of atl ages and
economic status.
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THE COLLEGE OF

WOOSTER

1189 Beall Avenue
Wooster, Ohio
4469'l

330-263-2000
WOOSTER.EDU

December 20,2023

Wooster City Council
538 N. Market Street
Wooster Ohio 44691

Re: Local Roots, FoodSphere lnc
146 W. South Street
Wooster Ohio 44691

Dear City Council Members -

I am writing to support FoodSphere Inc and Local Roots' application for a Community
Reinvestment Area (CRA) tax incentive. I have been a Wooster city resident forover 20

years and have been an active member of Local Roots since it's inception. As a

community member and as an employee of the College for over l7 years, I have
witnessed the importance that Local Roots and the recent work of FoodSphere have
played in the town and in the lives of many faculty, staff and students at the College.

Local Roots and Foodsphere lnc are wonderful assets to the College, Wooster, and
Wayne County. They have not only grown tremendously, but they have provided vital
entrepreneurship guidance and support to numerous local artisans and have helped launch
several successful businesses. Their positive economic impact in the area can not be

understated.

l;oodSphere lnc has recently'pulchased the Ride On builcling at l.16 W. South St. rvhiclr
rvill lr"'ature l.ocal Roots l\,larket as thc anchor tellant, but the development of the space

still depends on significant funds being raised. The tax abatement could be critical to the
financial success ofnot only Local Roots and FoodSphere, but to the many entrepreneurs
and businesses they support.

As the City of Wooster moves ahead with their strategic plan, Local Roots and

FoodSphere Inc have the potential to play key roles in that plan which includes the
establishment of an Arts District and the desire for the city to become a center for
entrepreneurship, innovation, and economic development. I am one of many community
members supporting this cause. I urge you to seriously consider this request. Please feel
free to contact me if you need further information.

Sincerely

Jill Munro, Associate Director, Community Engagement
The College of Wooster
APEXiGault Library
jmunro@wooster.edu
330-263-2674



WAYNE
CENTER
iffiARTS

-

Wooster City Council
538 N. Market St.

Wooster, OH 44691

December 19,2023

Dear City Council Members,

I am writing to express my strong support of Foodsphere's application for a

Community Reinvestment Area (CRA) tax incentive. As an active member of the
community, I have witnessed firsthand the valuable contributions that FoodSphere, in

collaboration with Local Roots Market and Cafe, has made to our city.

Their commitment to fostering local entrepreneurship, particularly in supporting
restaurateurs, farmers, and producers, has impacted our community's economic
landscape. Of specific interest to me and the local arts community is the opportunity
they provide to artists and artisans. By offering a platform for these talented
individuals to showcase and sell their work, FoodSphere and Local Roots contribute to
the development of a vibrant and culturally rich environment. This not only benefits
our local artists but also elevates our community by nurturing an artistic hub that
fosters creativity and cultural appreciation.

The presence of such opportunities not only aligns with but also propels our collective
efforts to establish an Arts District. As a result, it helps enhance our city's appeal, drives
economic growth, and nurtures a sense of community pride among residents.

I believe granting FoodSphere the CRA tax incentive would not only acknowledge their
contributions but also signify the city's commitment to fostering a diverse and thriving
cultural community. I wholeheartedly support this initiative and urge you to consider
approving their application. Please reach out if you would like to speak with me further

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter

Sincerely,

 
L\

\ia-\O- \>1;.A-1-/\ L

Sara Brink
Executive Director
330-264-2787 ext.206
sbri n k@wayn ea rtscenter.org

237 S. Wolnut St., Wooster, OH 44691 . (33O) 264-2787

WAYNEARTSCENTER.ORG

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Adom Briggs
President

Joonno Mqrtinez
Vice President

Reid Deloney
Treosurer

Christopher Pycroft
SecretorY

Bridget Dix
Post President

Robin Cortton

Douglos Corpenter

Dr. Jomes Gester

Jorrod Hortzter

Michoe[ McCtintock

Josh Noton

Soro L. Potton

Soro Reith

Anne-Morie Sovoie

Nooko Skoto

"ENRICHING LIVES

& STRENGTHENING

COMMUNITIES

THROUGH ART"
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COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA T]EST SUMMARY
Prepared by the City of Wooster Department of Community Service and Development at the Request ot
FoodSphere Inc., "I-ocal Roots", et al - Slls. 146 W. SoLrtlr Street" \\'oos1u'. ()l I -l-169 I ( I'alccl 6J-00 I +6.(X)() )

Application Date: December I 2023

Project Summary: FoodSphere and Wooster Local Foods Cooperative Inc.
(dba, Local Roots Market and Caf6, "Local Roots") are requesting a tax ex-
emption, with an estimated value of $183,035 to 5274,681, through a lO-Yr,
75"h CRA. The exemption will allow the rehabilitation a 12,071 square foot
(sf) retail building in Downtown Wooster, with a possible 3,807 sf addition,
to support the two nonprofit missions in helping food and craft-based entre-
preneurs and agricultural producers. The organizations have outgrown their
leased space at 140 S. Walnut St., next door. The 146 W. South St. facility
was built in 1965, first supporting a grocery store and carrying the IGA banner
through the 1980s. Bought by Wayne County in 1998, the properfy was con-
verted into a jail-alternative residential facility. Over time, the market vqlue
of the site grew to $690,020, though the use was tax-exempt. After a closure
and then long-term vacancy, J & W Wooster LLC bought the site in 2014 at

auction for $ 181,000, and with significant cleanup created a permanent home
for Ride On Wooster, its small for-profit bicycle sales and repair shop. While
valuation has recovered to $409,600, this is /ess than 60oh of its former value.

Project Site Image

rvithin parcel Not to scale.

The project seeks to rehabilitate the 12,071 sf facility back into a food-based retail facility with support space for entre-
preneurs and artisans, with possibly constructing a 3,807 sf addition. Local Roots, with its 6 full-time (FT) and 12 part-
time (PT) stafl willrelocate from its leased space, which is also in the same CRA. Ride On Wooster (l FT,2 PT) will
remain at the site as an authorized tenant, while Boo Bears Brew LLC (2 FT, 3 PT), a Local Roots tenant, will relocate.

Volunteer-based FoodSphere intends to create I new PT position, while Local Roots will add 2 FT and 4 PT positions.

Project lmpacts: While offering the traditional benefits of property reinvestment, the proposal also provides a very
unique opportunity to strengthen Wooster's entrepreneur and business community, while growing a highly active "third-
place" destination in Downtown Wooster. CRA would provide some financial protection to the Project as the nonprofit
partners move forward with their largest-ever investment and expansion. Retention of 6 FT and l2 PT jobs committed
along with the creation of 2 FT and 5 PT positions, though a total of l0 FT, l5 PT retained and 4 FT, l4 PT is possible.

Understanding that some aspects of the project remain contingent on additional funding and donations, staff recommends

the application for the requested 75 percent, l0-year CRA incentive and with a waiver for the two-year performance
requirement. This is due to the project's L) fiscal impact in rehabilitating a Downtown structure which has lost significant
value to aid in reversing a depreciating pressure in the neighborhood, 2.) need to lower operational costs to enable more

funding for two nonprofit missions that aid in entrepreneurship and business development in Wooster, which is recog-
nized as a tax-exempt use in some states, 3.) retention and hoped-for creation of non-basic sector jobs inside the Down-
town, and a.) high likelihood of contiruring to graduate new business start-ups to their own brick-and-mortar operations.

TABLE ect I Matrix: Food et. Al. Estimated Tax all iwestments will

.600 percent assessments )

4

Post Proj.Tax Value2

-$80,'Sl lOsfx l5.8ksf
Annual Tax Oblig.

w/o Exemption2

Annual Tax Oblg.
with 757" CRA

Applicant's

Annual SavingsJ

Total New Propertl Tax
Exempted after l0 \'ears

Current Val.l
l.16 $' South St

..\nnual'I-ax

Obligationr

$3s.35 I $ 17.0.+8 $ 18.304 $ l 83.03sLow'> $ 1.378.065

$20. I 02 $27.468 $274.68t
$409.600 $8.2 l0

High> $1,854,405 $47,57 t

Property Tax Increase with Exemption $8.838 ro $l 1,893

$88.378 to $118.926Site's C umulative Additional Tates

Annuol s27 14l ,o $39 6t

FoodSphere
& Local

Roots

16.5 FTE
($ll,403vrlv)

See 4Cumulalive Income Tax

Income Tax

Income Tax

a

,
c

REHAS

a

t
s

Ai

I

I



PROJECTASSUMMONS:

Ff, 6 PT retoined, 2 Ff, 5 PT new). The purpose of the focility is to support locol ogricultural producers, articsons, and food-bosed entrepreneurs.

Voluotion Price per 5q Ft

LOW s1.378.06s S6o.oo

HIGH S1,8s4,40s S11o.oo

Total Tax Property Tax lmpacts: All Districts Together

FoodSphere

& Local
Roots

Est. 2022 Rotes Eflective Milloge Annuol Tax ol

Total 73.293455 2.6%

WCSD 55.199621 1.9%

wcscc 2.723497 o.l%

WCSD Direct !mpacts Annual Gain

i.8 lnside Mills

Annual Cost

51.599 Outside Mills

Present Revenue: 56,183 S0 - No Project 50 - No Proiect

Revenue while
Exempted:

S12,839 to S1s,140 S91G to SG,GSG 512,444ro5L6,74s

Revenue after 10

Years:
526,624 to S3s,827 S1,833 to S2,466 59,164 to S12,332

Current Val.l
146 W. South St.

Annual Tax

Obligationr
Post Proj.Tax Value2

-$80/$l l\sf x l5.8ksf
Annual Tax Oblig.

w/o Exemption2
Annual Tax Oblg.

with 757o CRA
Applicant's

Annual Savingsr

Total New Property Tar
Exempted after l0 l'ears

s409.600 $8.2 l0
Low> Sl.378.065 $3s.35 r s 17.048 $ r 8.304 $ l 83.03 s

High> $ I .854.405 $47.571 $20, r 02 $27.468 $274.68 r

Annual Citv Income Tax Retention 16,5 FTE
($ I 1,103 vrly)

See 4

Propertv Tat Increase with Exemption $8.838 ,o Sll.893
Annual Citv Income Tax Creationa Site's Cumulative Addit ional Taxes 588.378 /o $118.926
CR4 Cumulative Income Tax Post-Proiect Annual Property Increast 527-141 to 539.361

Current Vat.l
146 W. South St.

.\nnual Tax

Obligationt
Post Proj.Tax Value2

-$80/$l l\sf x l5.8ksf
Annual Tax Oblig.

w/o Exemption2
Annual Tax Oblg.
with 757o CRA,

Applicant's

Annual Savings3

Total New Property Tax
Exempted after l0 Years

$409.600 $6. r 83
Low> $1.378.065 s26,624 $ 12.839 $ 13.785 $ I 37.8s0

High> $ 1,854,405 $3s,827 sl5.l.l0 s20.687 s206.87 I

& Local
Annual Citv Income Tax Retention 16.5 FTE

($ I 1,103 yrly)
See I

Tax Increase $6,656 Io $8.957
Annual Citv lncome Tar Creation| Site's Cumulative Additiontl Ttxes $66,560 ro $89,567
CRA Cumulative Income Tax P os t- P r oi e ct A nnual P r ope r ty I nc re ase s20.441 to 529.644

WCSCC Direct lmpacts
Annual Gain

0lnside Mills

Annual Cost

2.723497 Outside

Present Revenue: 5230 50 - No Project S0 - No Project

Revenue while
Exempted:

5563 to S633 N/A 5328 to 52s8

Revenue after 10

Years:
S1,758 to S1,314 N/A S1,oo9 to 51,483

Current Val.l
146 W South St.

Annual Tax

Obtigationr

Post Proj.Tax Vatue2

-$80,/Sll1sfx 15.8ksf

Annual Tax Oblig.
w/o Exemption2

Annual Tax Oblg.
with 757. CR{

Applicant's

Annual Savings3

Total New' Propertl' I'ar
Exempted after l0 \'ears

$409.600 $305
Low> $ I,378,065 $r.3r4 $633 s680 s6.80 r

High> $ 1.85:1.-t05 $ r .768 $563 $ r .205 $ 12.05 r

& Local
Annual Citv Income Tax Retention 16.5 FTE

($ I 1,103 vrly)
See I

Tax Increase to
Annual Cirv Income Trzx Creationa Site's Cumulstive Additionol Tavs $3,284 to $2,575
CRA Cttmulative Income Tm Post-Proiect Anrunl Prooertv Increase s 1"009 to st.463



CRA Applicotion - FoodSphere Inc & lVooster Locol Foods Cooperolbe fnc
Locol Root and FoodSphere
146 W. South Streer, Wooster, Ohio 11691
Authoriud Representativ e : Adsm Sch vielerman

PROPOSED AGREEMENT for Community Reinvestment fuea Tax Incentives between the
City of Wooster located in the County of Wavne and FoodSohere Inc "Develooer" and Wooster
I ncrf Farulc fnnnprlrivp Ine /llho I arot Pnnrc hlrrlzar rarl aqf;. ('l aoal Pnnt<")\ "['ntern;ice"
with Boo Bears Brew LLC "Tenant A" and fude On Wooster Bicvcles "Tenant B" particioatine
as Authonzed Tenants..

a. "Developer" Name of property owner, home or main oflice address, contact person,

and telephone number (attach additional pages if multiple enterprise participants).

FoodSphere Inc Man Mariola
Enterprise Name (Employer) Contact Person

140 S. Walnut St
Wooster. OH 44691 330.263.5336
Address Telephone Number

i nfo(D foodsnherewooster.orc
Email

b. "Enterprise" Name olproperty owneq home or main office address, conlact person,

and telephone number (auach additional pages ifmultiple enterprise participants)..

Wooster Local Foods Cooperative.
Enterprise Name (Property Owner)

140 S. Walnut St
Wooster. OH 44691
Address

c. Project site

Ride On Bicv e

Location Name

146 W South St
Woos . oH 44691

Address

Adam Schwieterman
Contact Penon

130 263 5336
Telephone Number

adam@localrootswooster.com
Email

Mike Bomer
Contacl Person

330.626.6730
Telephone Number

mikeb@b ognererouo.com
Email

Page I of I
Ttut CRA Apphcaoon fo n contdrnt

Ts Incar.nv.]t pot ed la hlr, 2015,

oll tat d, httal on the Ohro Developnent Sentcer Agenq Bu!tr'?$ Applrcahon f@ Con'nury Retryesheht
at hng //d."clopit.alotto. dndwat prcvtd.d lo Apphcan! b, thec y ofly@tlet

ot ottryat, v h od)atlmat! adelor tpoaag ad fornofi|gtor nProtxl clanlt.

t.



d, Participatin8 "Tennnt A":

Boo Bears Brew LLC
Location Name

140 S. Walnut St
Wooster. OH 691

Address

d. Participating "Tenlnt B":

Ride On Wooster Bicvcles
Location Name

146 W South Sr
Wooster. OH 44691
Address

Seth Ecikert
Contad Person

Telephone Number

Email

Rill Rrrckwalter
Contact Person

Telephone Number

Email

2 a. Nature of commercial/industrial activity (manufacturing, warehousing, wholesale or
retail stores, o( other) to be conducted at the site.

coffee shop. commercial kitchen. bicvcle shop. and nonprofit center.

b. Listprimary 6 digitNorth American Indusry Classification System (NAICS) # 4455110
Business may list other relwant SIC numbers. 4451 l 0. {Also. NAICS: ll5ll0)

ren

c. If a consolidation, what are fie components of the consolidation? (must itemize the
location, assets, and employment positions to be transferred:

Not applicable.

CRA Application - Food,lphoe Inc & lyoosta Local Foods Cooperotive Inc
Locol Roots and FoodSphere
146 W. South Strcd, llooste4 Ohio 44691
Aulh oriryd Reprcxntative: Adam Schteia.etmon



CRA Appticaion - Foodsphac Inc & Voolo Laal Fds Coopafue Inc
Local Root and PmdSphete
116 W. South Sfi€4 Vmlct, Ohio 11691

Aart oizd RcPrxtrlaliva : Adom Sdtviaa,run

d. Form of business ofenterprise (ccporatioG parrnership, proprietorshiP. or other)-

D6 \ame -F Irr Ohin a.rtrrrrim
f,nterD se Name -Woos Loca.l Foods Crnoerative Inc. ohio For Profit C tron

Tenanl - Brn Bears B l-l-C Ohio eslrc Limited iahilitv Comoanv

Tenant - fude On Wooster Bicvcles o Corooration Profir

3. Name of principal ownds) tr ofhcers of $e business

Presi and Andru Hohen - Treasrrrer

Director Rerh I adrach Presidant Florrs (treevel rce rp<ident Daniel Ba erP k

T . Rachel Relle - Secretarv:

Tenan A: Seth J Fei ea Memher / Owner 0n or

Tenrn B: Bill Buckwalter- Shoo : Jackie B Ier-

4 a. Slale the enterprise's currenl employmart level al the proposcd projeo site:

r: N/AI)cvelo
Enlernr rp: N/A
Tenant A: N/A

tm
th ti

location for an undel ined an lo shi[! its business slrale -,rrs

Itut CR l Aqbccoon codlo,nt oll ld ot btld
3o

oa thc Oho D€*lopnotbtca, AteryEut& t Agd,cdon[ot Co nstty Ren|,vlfitgit

Td trccnn*t Pottcd ) a JrlY, 201

q attgdt, |trt cqutna t ada
5. ot hdo adevelaEnedt.ohtd roebtbt .ona,tvctLht,rL

fot tpct,t8 @d fomornnglot taFovd clan y.

arl vot yooded toApplcr bt theAy 4tl'@na,

shifts)

b. Will the project involve the relocation ofemployment positions or assets from one Ohio

location to another? Yes-L No-.

c. Ifyes, state the locations from which employment positions or assets will be relocated

and the location to where the emPloyment positions or assets will be [ocated:

Developer: N/A (will move volunteer work flom 140= S. Wahu]- Wooster- Ohio)

Eiiliiiie: will rnove 6 FT and l2 PT emplovees ftom t40 S. Walnut- Wooster- Ohio-

and alirerail. production and commercial kilchen.equipmenJ aId capital '

,nt A, Will move 2 FT and 3 PT emoloyees from 140 S. Walnut Wooster- Ohio and

Iilllail,.rail .rd *oduaion equipment (coffee bar). Note. Tenant A is not ,ukirn a job ot

nol able to conrmil to a letm,



CRA Application - FoodSphere Inc & Woostq Locol Faods Coopaartve Inc
Locol Root and Food,fphere
116 W. South Street, llooster, Ohio 44691
Auth oriqed Representativc: Adam Schtiderman

d. State the enterprise's current employment level in Ohio (itemized for full and part-time
4nd permanent and temporary employees):

Ten anl A: 2 Frrll-Time l Paa-tl vel l40 S Welnut Street\

5

Tenanl B IF tl ll .T m 2Parl-limc /tn reme in al 146 W Sorrth Street)

Nole. Tenanl A and B seek nernission lo reluate onlv. and are unable lo nakejob. palroll.
or lenqth of lern, com itnrcnts,

e. State the enterprise's curent employment level for each facility to be affected by the
relocation of employment positions or assets:

Develooer. Enterprise. and Tenant A will relocate all employment. as soecified in 4d.

above. from the leased 140 S. Walnut Street. Wooster Ohio facilitv to the 146 W. South
Street facilitv. to be oermanently owned by FoodSohere Inc. (Developer). This
relocation will occur within the same Community Reinvestment Area and within the
same tax district. school district. and municipal jurisdiction. Tenant B is remaininq at its
current location. 146 W. Soulh Street. where it continues to oDerate a bicvcle relail
establishment.

f. What is the projected impact of the relocation, detailing the number and type of
employees and,/or assets to be relocated?
Addilional and modemized sgace is required for the Developer and Entergrise's
operations in order to continue its nongrofit mission and e[sure lonsevitv. ln
oartnershio. Tenant A is part of the overall consortium. and will need to relocate with
its partners. A soecific proposal has not been developed for the vacated space at this
time. which is owned by the Wayne Countv Commissioners. but the site has historicallv
suooorted retail.

Does the Property Owner or anv party ofthe agreement owe:
a. Any delinquent tax€s to the Slate of Ohio or a political subdivision ofthe state?

Yes No X

b. Any moneys to the State or a state agency for the administration or enforcement of any
environmental laws of the State? Yes No X

c. Any other moneys to the State, a state agency or a political subdivision ofthe State that
are past due, whether the amounts owed are being contested in a court oflaw or not?
Yes 

- 
No X

d. If yes to any of the above, please provide details of each instance including but not
limited to the location, amounts and/or case identifrcation numbers (add addirional

4 8
Ttit CM Appltcatton lan cdrtant oll tal at htta! on th. Oho D.vclopd.nt Saicct Ag.nrr But ,Ett ApplDtdrun lot Co'nnunry Raneeyrn i
Td lnc.nnvct potted 14 Jrlly, 2015. at hnpldetelopnent.ohto oov/bsbs cohr*neen hh.
or ottgns, vrth odltLsrmenu nadefor spaang ond forndnngfor tnqatetr clotlty.

oidvot pto$ded to Appb.ant b!hecta,oIv@tt t

Develooer: N/A (volunteer ooeralions cunentlv based at 140 S. Walnut Street)
Enterprise:6 full+ime and l2 Part-Time (currently at 140 S. Walnut Street)



CRA Application - FoodSphere Inc & Vooster Local Foods Cooperotivc Inc
Locol Roots and FoodSphere
146 W, South Strea, llooster, Ohio 14691
Auth oriTed Representativ c : Adam Schtciderman

6

sheets).

Project Dgscriptign: The orojest will involve both renovation of the 12.000 square foot
existine building and approximatelv 4.000 souare feet of new construction. Renovation
work will include several imorovements to the buildins exterior envelope. includinq
roofing insulalion Ntd covet upwade. HV AC (heating. t'enlilation. and oir4ondilionins)
systems. lhe addilion of solar panels. and new signase for the occupying businesses. The
exlerior ofthe buildine will be uograded on the sround level with ineress and eqress doors.
additional windows. and addition ofa loading dock. Notable MEP /nrecharrcai) upqrades
will be made to the buildinu to facilitate the new operation. includinq electrical service
panel upgrade. HVAC duct work. new water soflening system. and water heatins svstem
upgrade. The interior of the market will befully renovated tofacilitatethe new operation.
including drywall and insulation for stud walls. ceiling and lighting upsrades. slass-walled
merchandisine refriqeration. market shelvins. a cafe kitchen with new hood ventilation
svstem for kitchens. new construction ofoffices. indoor dining area. restrooms. and fixtures
such as market shelvins. checkout counters. and service counters. Theparkine lot will be
repaved. addins exterior lishting and eleclric car charging slalions. The sidewalks on the
west side ofthe buildine will be replaced. The new construction will be on the south side
of the building and will be dedicated for commercial kitchen space. The interior of the
new construction will includina walk-in fridqes and freezers. adding a full-service kitchen
with hood ventilations. dishwashing. prep areas. and oflice.

Project will begin on or about January. 17. 20221 and be corn pleted by December i I .2Q)!
provided a tax exemption is provided.

a. Estimate the number of new employees the property owner will cause to be created at
the facitity that is the project site (ob creation projection must be itemized by the name
of the employer, full and part-time and permanent and temporary). Additionaltlr. specifv
anv retained jobs:

The proieot commits to a total creation of 2 new full+ime jobs and five new part-time
iobs. and retention of6 full-time and l2 part-time jobs. fNote. as Tenant A and Tenant
B are not committed- this amount is less than the curent 9 full+ime iobs and 18 oart-
time iobs between the two facilities presentlv. However. the asprialional total amounts
to retaining all existine iobs with 4 full-time jobs and l4 part-time j obs created Please
reference E)GIIBIT B. Commitment Chart. These commitments break down as follows:
Devcloper: I new part-time emolovee committed (either as Food Sphere. or as an
additional emolovee to Enteronse s commt
Enterorise: 6 retained full-time and 12 retained pan-time emplovees committed. with
2 new full+ime jobs and 4 part-time iobs committed (with an aspirational goal to hire 4
full-time iobs and l2 oart-time iobs):
Tenant A: 2 retained full-time and 3 retained oart-time employees (not commimed). in
hooes ofaddinq I additional oart-time iob:
Tenant B: I full-time job and 2 part-time jgbs convertine to 2 full+ime retained jobs

7

8

P 5
Th,J CRA Ap?hcoxon fonn contdtrt oll t..xt ot itt.d on lhc Oh,o Dewlopn nt Serwcet Ageaq &wr'€st Apfrarton fot Commfi y Relnry.ttn./.n1
TE trr.nh t posted llJult, 2015, at hnp://drwlohite ohto. od var pro,rrded to Adt.aat by the Ary a{ly@!t r
@ attqns, t tth odturtnenlt dclot trycfit andfotnonngfot mfotd.hnu.



CRA Applicotion - FoodSphere Inc & llooster Locol Foods Cooperotive Inc
Locol Roots ond FoodSphere
146 ly. South Stred, WoosteL Ohio 44691
Aulhoriud Representalive: Adam Sch riderman

(this is not committedl

b, State the time hame ofthjs projected h,rring: 2 yrs,

c. State proposed schedule for hiring (itemize by full and part+ime and permanent and
temporary employees):
Year I f,nt€rDrise: I Permanent Full-Ti me Inhr and I Perma Part-Time Jobs.nen

Year 2 = Enterprise: I Permanent Full-Time Jobs: Developer: I Permanent Part-Time

a. Estimate the amount ofannual payroll such new employees will add $43,472 commined
bv Enterprise for Permanent Full-Time (with $86.944 targeted). and $21.736
commined for Permanent Part Time (with $ 130.416 tarseted): and S10.868 committed
bv Develooer for Part-Time employment. (new annual payroll must be itemized by full
and part-time and permanent and temporary new employees).

b. Indicate separately the amount of existing annual payroll relating to any job retention
claim resulting from the project: $ 662.374

An estimate of the amount to be invested by the enterprise to establish, expand, renovate
or occupy a facility:

rd
9

10.

i1

A. Acquisition of Buildings:
B. AdditionVNew Construction:
C. Improvements to existing buildings:
D. Machinery & Equipment:
E. Fumiture & Fixtures:
F, lnventory:
Total New Project Investm€nt: $ 4.281.092 (maximum)

$ 454.000
$ 1.550.000

$l 482 092
$ 585.000
$ 135.000
$ 7s.000

Please note that these are maximum fieures. costs may be significantlv lower. It is
oossible certain work. particularly additions/new construction. ma:r be delalued. or not
take place. depending on funding availabiliw. While CRA is extremely helpful. the
maximum build-out of this oroject is additionally derendent on successful fundraising
and financial suoport.

a. Business requests the following tax exemption incentives: Z!% for ten (10) years

covering $4.28 I .092 of real plgpc!ry as described above . fu ycfu as to dw rute, @rd term

b. Business's reasons for requesling tax incentives:

Local Roots was created with the qoal ofprovide unique. market access for both oroducers
and consumers oflocal foods and value-added agricultural goods. Local Roots formed as

a cooperative in 2009. where ownership is available to anyone interested and willinglo oay
the $50 annual membersh.ip fee. That membership has qrown now to 3.000 local
households. trulv makinq it a communiW-owned entity. Local Roots cunently services its

6
Th,t CRA Arybcatlod lot n conaoht oll
Ts l$ennvet potted 14 July, 2015, ot
6 attif't, vilh ailjfitn@ar fiod. lot sPocrnS and lont ornnt fot trnPra,edclo y.



CRA Applicatton - FootlSphere Inc & Wooster Local Foods Cooperotive Inc
Local Roots and FoodSphere
116 W. Soulh Street, Wooster, Ohio 44691
Aurt oriud Representalive : Adam Scht$ideman

customers bv offerinq a place to find healthv foods and handcrafted artisan products.
uniquely produced bv their friends and neighbors. For local producers. Local Roots offers
as a vita! market outlet to micro and small-sized businesses. sellinq goods from 30&f local

ear ki facili U nh

all ta fi ile this seems

food enlreoreneurs- as each ex lra e entreoreneurialdollar retumed to t em s vital to th lr
viabilitv. While this model has served Local Roots oroducers and consumers well for the

4 the

h

n
enough to execute this construction renovation orqj ect without requestinq CRA support.

ll n whil will m d bed

that additional lundine is necessary to move the project forward. it is possible the addition
end nlhpr al empntc r,tlrw ^r rr1rv

h

n comnlptpd (.nmmrrnitv cunnort h

moves this proiect in a positive direction. Thank vou.

Submission of this application expressly authorizes City of Wooster to contact the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency to confirm statements contained within tiis application
including item # 5 and to review applicable confrdential records. As part ofthis application, the
property owner may also be required to directly request from the Ohio Department ofTaxation, or
complete a waiver form allowing the Department ofTaxation to release specific tax records lo the
local jurisdiction considering the request. Sienature of this application does not obliqate anv partv
to formalizine any agreement. This aoolication will be shared with the Wooster Ciw School
District and Wooster Cilv Council. The Applicant agrees to supply additional informalion upon
request.

The Applicant affirmatively covenants that the information contained in and submitted with this
application is complete and correct and is aware of the ORC Sections 9.66(C) (1) and 2921.13@)
(l) penalties lor hlsification which could result in the forfeinrre ofall current and future economic
development assistance benefits as well as a fine of not more than $1,000 and/or a term of
imprisonment of not more than six months.

ENTERPRISE;
lYooster Local Foods Cooperative lnc, Ohio For Proft Corporation

Adam Schwieterm an t)- l).-)7
Nam ofEm er Date

Signature
Adam Schwieterman. Executive Director
Typed Name and Title

Continued follan,ing page . . .

P 7 8
fhi CM Ardt"oro,ln coatons all tdt ot hstd on th. Ohto Dc\tbpna Savces Aga,tt Blr.l,tnert Applrcatoalor ConnuryRctnvenieat
Tc hrcnniit post d I1 Jyly. 2015. ot hup'l/dewlooncnt.oho.ooe/br/b! coi,'"treett.htrrt ond vas proadel to Appltcont b, th. Cly fv@tl.r
ot ortlgnt, vlth dquttn@at ndcfot lPocing sndhnnoldryfot nqovcd clonty.

to most business models. it is incredibly pertinent for a market suoponinq small and local



CRA Application - FoodSphere Inc & Wooster Locol Foods Cooperotive Inc
Local Roots ond FoodSphere
146 W, South Strea, llooster, Ohio 44691
Auth oriTed Representati,e: Adom Schtsieteman

DEYELOPER:
FoodSphere Inc, Ohio Nonprofit Coryoration

IL1,. /oZ?Matt Mariola I
Name Property Owner Date

Matt Mariola. Board President
Typed Name and Title

$*r^Qi1({t $t
Typed Name and Title

/Z.t? zj
Date

Ir,.r- B,.,crr,"44rtn Or,,+at
Typed Name and Title

t

Signature

TENANT A:
Boo Bears Brew LLC, Ohio Domestic Limited Liability Company

s.\u, {d.\<^r-r. tI/ lul"}:
Name of Property Owner Date

Signature

TENANT BI
Ride On llooster Bicycles, Ohio Corporationfor Proft

I, t,- iucF.,.racrt(
Name of Owner

Signature

r A copy of this proposal must be forwarded by the local govemments to the affected Board of Educ*ion
along with notice ofthe meeting date on which the local govomment will revierv the proposal. Notice must

be given a minimum of fourteen (14) days priorto the scheduled meeting to permit the Board of Education
to appear and/or clmment bcfore lhe lcgislative authorities considering thc rcquest.

tt Attach m Final Community Reinves8nent AI€a Agre€ment as Exhibit A

Please nots that copies of this proposal 491 be included in the frnalized Comrnunity Reinvestrnent Area
Agreement and be forwarded to $e Ohio Departnent of Taxaion and thc Ohio Development Services

Agency wi6in fifteen (15) days offmal approval.
Pqe8of?

Tht, CRA Awlicot@nlom .ontoins oll l.rt 6 httd oi the Ohb D.wlopdent Scnicet AZenAt BattE t ApDl,cd@ahr Coannunttt Ret',.\esinent

7d l$anhwr @tled l1fulr. 201J, d hnn://developnut-ohtM and vdt ptd'1d.d to Apphcont by thc Ctty 4lfaotl(r
or astigt,l.,ilh odivttn@tlt ada fot tpdctlg otd [on afir|fo. nryrd clant!.

/a.-.9l.-



EXHIBIT 8: Commitment Chart
2024-2025 Reinvest nent Prclect ot ,46 W. South St eet, woosteL Ohlo tu697

COMMITMENT
Jobs committed with cRA

o g teem e nt lor rei n v est m ent.

ASPIRATIOI{AI

Unoble to committ, sspitotionol 3 -

yeot employment toryets

Csfient
Employment

Committed
Retained

Committed Future
Aspirtational Aspirational

R€tained Created

Dev€loper

Wooster Local Foods cooperative lnc,

Ohio For Profit Corporation

Nonprofit Board of Directors, Matt Mariola -
President, Sarah Stoner -Vice President and

Secretary, Andrea Hoban - Treasurer;

Cooperative Entity with 3,000 equal share

owners. Adam Schwieterman, Director, Beth

Ladrach - President, oout Streeval - Vice

President, 0aniel Baker -Treasurer, Rachel

Relle - secretary;

Seth J. Feikert, Member / Owner / Operator

Bill Euckwalter, Shop Owner; Jackie Buckwalter,

Co-Owner

TOTALS

1PT

6 FT, t2 Pr 6 FT, 12 PT 4FT,72PT

2 FT, 3PT

1Fr,2Pr

1PT

0

9 FT, 18 PT 6Ft,12Pf 2 FT,5 PT IO FT, 15 PT 4 FT, 14 PT

Ent€rpdse

Tenant A

Tenant I

Boo gears Brew LLC, Ohio Domestac

Limited Liability Company

Ride on Wooster gicycles, Ohio

ration for Profit

6 FT, 12 PT 8 FT, 16 PT

1PT0

0

o

Foodsphere lnc, Ohio Nonprofit
Corporation

00

2 FT,3PT

2FT



Local Roots Market & Cafe

Excerpt: Design & Review Application
Added by Economic Development Office

146 W. South Street

Constructed: 1965

ParcelNo. : 64-00146.000
64-00148.000
64-01561.000
64-01 560.001
64-01560.100

Municipality: Wooster City

Township: Killbuck Twp

LegalAcres: 0.7480

Zoning District: C-4 Central Business

Construction Type: lll-B

Building Area: 11,996 sf

BSHMArchitects

Existing Gonditions

+ruF@fs"J:o*ffi p.rffi,!
November 2023 Pagell3
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Local Roots Market & Cafe

Excerpt: Design & Review Application
Added by Economic Development OIYice

146 W. South Street BSHM Architects

W$@fs,J:offip"rffiH November 2023 Page2l3
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LOCAL ROOTS MARKET & CAFE
MARKET RELOCATION

146 W SOUTH ST WOOSTER OH 44691
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