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nfrastructure Crisis

SPECIAL REPORT

The collapse last summer of the
Minneapolis bridge that carried
Interstate 35W over the Mississippi
trained a spotlight on a long-standing
national problem: how years of
neglect, underfunding, and a lack of
leadership and vision allowed America's
infrastructure  to deteriorate. This
special report examines the state of
the nation’s infrastructure in 15 major
categories—as outlined in ASCE's
three “report cards”"—as well as the
various causes and costs associated
with the problem, and explores some

possible solutions. By Robert L. Reid

Thirteen commuters were killed and more than 100 were
injured on August 1, 2007, when the eight-lane bridge in
Minneapolis carrying Interstate 35W over the Mississippi
River collapsed. The 40-year-old steel deck truss crossing
had been considered structurally deficient since 1990, but
engineers with the Minnesota Department of Transporta-
tion had not believed the bridge to be in danger of immi-
nent failure; indeed, it had been inspected by Minnesota
officials just three months before the collapse. The trag-
edy led to congressional hearings and helped to focus new
attention nationwide on the state of America’s crumbling
infrastructure.
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