










































































ORDINANCE NO. 2013-31 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 351, PARKING 
GENERALLY, OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
WOOSTER, OHIO, BY ADOPTING A PROHIBITION AGAINST 
PARKING VEHICLES OF ANY DESCRIPTION UPON THE PUBLIC 
RIGHT OF WAY AND UTILIZING SUCH VEHICLES FOR HUMAN 
HABITATION, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 

 WHEREAS, the public rights of way within the municipality are intended to be utilized 
principally for the purpose of facilitating vehicular travel among points within the municipality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, health, safety and sanitary considerations dictate that the public rights of way should 
not be utilized to provide a place upon which vehicles of any description are parked for lengthy periods of 
time and utilized for human habitation. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOOSTER, 
OHIO: 
 

SECTION 1.  That Chapter 351, Parking Generally, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 
Wooster, Ohio is hereby amended by the adoption of new Section 351.20, HUMAN HABITATION IN 
VEHICLES PROHIBITED, to read as follows: 

 
351.20  HUMAN HABITATION IN VEHICLES PROHIBITED  

 (a) No person shall park a vehicle, as that term is defined in this Traffic Code, within the 
traveled portion of the public right of way, and utilize said vehicle for purposes of human habitation.  For 
purposes of this section, “human habitation” shall mean the use of a vehicle for dwelling. Evidence of 
human habitation shall include activities such as sleeping, setting up housekeeping or cooking, and/or any 
other activity where it reasonably appears, in light of all the circumstances, that a person or persons is 
using the vehicle as a living accommodation. The use of a vehicle for six or more consecutive hours for 
eating, resting, recreating and/or sleeping shall per se constitute “human habitation” for purposes of this 
chapter.  
 (b) A violation of this section is a minor misdemeanor on a first offense; provided that a 
subsequent offense occurring within one year of the prior offense is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

 
SECTION 2. This Council finds and declares that all formal actions concerning and relating to 

the adoption of this Ordinance occurred in an open meeting of this Council or its committees, in 
compliance with law. 
 

SECTION 3.  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary to the 
immediate preservation of the public health, peace, safety and welfare of the City, or providing for the 
usual daily operation of a municipal department or division, and for the further reason that prompt action 
is necessary in order to address urgent health, safety and sanitary concerns; wherefore, this Ordinance 
shall be in full force and effect from and immediately after its passage and approval by the Mayor, 
provided it receives the affirmative vote of at least three-fourths of the members of Council; otherwise it 
shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 
 
1st reading _______________  2nd reading _______________  3rd reading _______________ 
 
Passed:_________________________,2013  Vote:_________________________ 
 
Attest: _______________________________ ____________________________________ 
       Clerk of Council                          President of Council 
 



Approved: _______________________, 2013 ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
Introduced by:  Barbara A. Knapic 
 











 ORDINANCE NO. 2013-34 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 925, STORM DRAINAGE, 
OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WOOSTER, OHIO,  
BY UPDATING THE APPLICABLE CHARGE IN CERTAIN ZONING 
DISTRICTS AND MODIFYING THE CHARGE FOR PROPERTIES WITHIN AN 
ESTABLISHED FLOODWAY  

 
WHEREAS, the director of administration, acting in consultation with the city engineer, has 

proposed the adoption of certain amendments to the City’s Storm Drainage Ordinance in order to 
update the applicable charge in certain zoning districts to conform to recent amendments to the 
Zoning Code, and also to modify the charge as it pertains to properties which are located with an 
established floodway. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WOOSTER, OHIO: 
 

SECTION 1.  That Chapter 925, Storm Drainage, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 
Wooster, Ohio, be amended at Section 925.03, to read as follows: 
 
925.03  STORM DRAINAGE UTILITY CHARGES; RATES. 
 (a) [No change] 
 
 (b) [No change] 
 
 (c) [No change] 
 
 (d) Council finds that property is furnished service in proportion to the amount of the 
property’s impervious surface.  The basic unit of service is 3,050 square feet of impervious 
surface applicable to all conventionally developed single or two-family residential properties in 
R-1 and AG zoning districts.  Sixty percent (60%) of one basic service unit is the equivalent 
service unit for one- and two-family residential properties in R-2, R-3, R-4, R-5, R-T and 
nonresidential zoning districts.  All other properties shall be furnished service equivalent to 
multiples of basic service units of 3,050 square feet of impervious surface as calculated for 
individual properties by the City Engineer’s office. 
 
 (e) [No change] 
 
 (f) The established rates may be reduced for a property, other than conventionally 
developed one- and two-family residential properties, where approved runoff control measures 
and storm water management facilities have been implemented, or where a portion of the 
improved area is located within an established floodway, as determined by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency.  Review and analysis of these measures shall be handled on an 
individual case basis by the City Engineer, according to established policies and standards.  
Maximum rate reduction shall be fifty percent (50%) of the established rate.  Any person 
aggrieved by a decision of the City Engineer under this section may appeal such decision to the 



Court of Common Pleas under Ohio R.C. Chapter 2506. 
 
 (g) [No change] 

 
 
SECTION 2. This Council finds and declares that all formal actions concerning and relating 

to the adoption of this Ordinance occurred in an open meeting of this Council or its committees, in 
compliance with law. 
 

SECTION 3.  This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after the earliest 
date allowed by law. 
 

 
1st reading______________    2nd reading_______________ 3rd reading_____________ 
 
Passed: ______________________, 2013  Vote:__________________________ 
 
Attest:_______________________   ______________________________ 
      Clerk of Council    President of Council 
 
Approved: ____________________, 2013  ______________________________ 

Mayor 
 
Introduced by:  Barbara A. Knapic 
 


































