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WOOSTER CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
June 2, 2014 

 
I. ROLL CALL & ORDERING OF AGENDA 
President Mike Buytendyk called the regular meeting of Wooster City Council to order at 7:30 p.m. in 
council chambers. The following members were present: Jon Ansel, Mark Cavin, Barbara Knapic, Scott 
Myers, Craig Sanders, David Silvestri, and Jon Ulbright.  
 
City Administration present: Mayor Bob Breneman, Finance Director Andrei Dordea, and Law Director 
Dick Benson, and Director of Administration Joel Montgomery. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mr. Silvestri moved, seconded by Ms. Knapic, to approve the May 19, 2014 meeting minutes. Upon voice 
vote, the motion carried unanimously.  
 
III. COMMUNICATIONS FROM MAYOR/ADMINISTRATION 
Mayor Breneman noted that the Veterans’ association organized and held the annual Memorial Day 
parade in Wooster. Mr. Breneman also added that Mr. Ken Kitchen, a retired Wooster Police Officer and 
veteran, was the featured speaker at the ceremony following the parade.  Mr. Breneman announced that 
the city pools have opened and seem to be smoothly running. Mr. Breneman stated that Mr. Rob Eyler has 
retired as of today from the Fire Department. He thanked Mr. Eyler for his service and stated that he is 
looking forward to working with his successor, Mr. Roger Brenneman. Mr. Breneman congratulated 
Police Chief Matt Fisher on the successful conclusion of the first Citizens’ Police Academy. Regarding 
the evening’s agenda, Mr. Breneman pointed out that Resolution No. 2014-32 relates to the CHIP 
program application for 2014 and the partnership formed between the City and Wayne County to jointly 
apply for funding.  
 
Mr. Andrei Dordea announced that Standard and Poor’s Rating Services has increased the City’s credit 
rating from AA- to AA. Mr. Dordea noted that this will allow the city to have a lower interest rate when it 
seeks funding for the EPA-required improvements to the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  
 
Mr. Buytendyk noted that Mr. Dordea has filed a “Declaration of Official Intent” with council members 
stating that the city will be advancing “money for a project with the expectation that it will be reimbursing 
that expenditure at a later date from the proceeds of notes or bonds. . .” This declaration pertains to the 
EPA-required Wastewater Treatment Plant liquid-stream improvements. 
 
IV. PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS FROM PUBLIC 
The following member of the audience spoke: Lee Barber, 956 Northwestern Avenue (Res. No. 2014-36.) 
 
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS; PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Mr. Ulbright reported on the Public Infrastructure Committee meeting held earlier in the evening. Mr. 
Ulbright stated that a group of residents raised concerns about a portion of Pine Street. Mr. Ulbright also 
noted that Mr. Roger Kobilarcsik, the City Engineer, and Mr. Daryl Decker, Public Properties 
Maintenance Manager, updated committee members on the status and statistics of various projects around 
the city. 
 
VI. OLD BUSINESS 
1. Third Reading – RESOLUTION NO. 2014-30 A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE WOOSTER TAX INCENTIVE REVIEW 
COUNCIL WITH RESPECT TO EXISTING ENTERPRISE ZONE AND 
COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT ACT AGREEMENTS (Ansel) 
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Mr. Ansel thanked the Tax Incentive Review Council (TIRC) for their review of the existing agreements 
and noted that all agreements were recommended to continue.   
 
Mr. Ansel moved, seconded by Mr. Myers, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried 6-1, with Mr 
Cavin opposing (Ansel-yes; Cavin-no; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-
yes). 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 
1. First Reading – ORDINANCE NO. 2014-18 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 

TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH EKHO KOLE, LLC FOR 
COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA TAX INCENTIVES, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (Ansel) 

 
Mr. Ansel stated Ekho Kole, LLC has purchased a vacant former auto parts store at 120 and 124 East 
Liberty Street and wish to rehabilitate and revitalize it into usable office space and residential use. A 
managing partner from Weaver Custom Homes and Birdeye Design, LLC have formed Ekho Kole LLC 
and requested a 10-year, 100 percent CRA tax abatement for improvements to the properties. Weaver 
Custom Homes will retain 13 full-time jobs and one part-time job as well as creating a new position. 
Birdeye Design will retain six full-time positions and create one more. Mr. Ansel stated that the Wooster 
City School Board, Wayne County Schools Career Center, and the Wooster Growth Corporation have all 
approved the application.  
  
Mr. Ansel moved, seconded by Mr. Silvestri, to suspend the rules and place on third and final reading.  
Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously (Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; 
Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-yes). 
 
Mr. Ansel moved, seconded by Mr. Cavin, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried unanimously 
(Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-yes). 
 
2. First Reading – ORDINANCE NO. 2014-19 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE TRAFFIC 

CONTROL FILE TO ENACT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 
TRAFFIC COMMISSION, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (Ulbright) 

 
Mr. Ulbright stated the Traffic Commission has recommended traffic signage on Mather Hill Drive and 
Westridge Drive.  
 
Mr. Ulbright moved, seconded by Ms. Knapic, to suspend the rules and place on third and final reading.  
Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously (Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; 
Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-yes). 
 
Mr. Ulbright moved, seconded by Mr. Silvestri, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried 
unanimously (Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-
yes). 
 
3. First Reading – ORDINANCE NO. 2014-20 AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE 

WOOSTER-ASHLAND REGIONAL COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS FUND 
(Ansel) 

 
Mr. Ansel stated the Council of Governments formed between the cities of Wooster and Ashland has 
continued to progress on the subject of the joint dispatch center. Mr. Ansel noted that the COG has 
received funds from the state for the COG, and Mr. Dordea has been appointed to manage the finances of 
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the COG. Ms. Knapic asked if there were already funds designated for this account, how much, and from 
where. Mr. Dordea replied that the COG received a $45,000 grant from the State of Ohio’s Local 
Government Innovation Fund. Mr. Dordea said that he has not yet received the check but needs an 
account into which he can receipt it when it is received. Mr. Dordea added that adding this new fund 
would allow him to keep the funds completely separate from all others. Mr. Cavin asked how the auditing 
process would work. Mr. Dordea replied that the COG will have its own set of books that will be audited 
by a third party and the audit will be paid for with the COG funds.  
 
Mr. Ansel moved, seconded by Mr. Sanders, to suspend the rules and place on third and final reading.  
Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously (Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; 
Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-yes). 
 
Mr. Ansel moved, seconded by Ms. Knapic, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried unanimously 
(Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-yes). 
 
4. First Reading – RESOLUTION NO. 2014-32 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 

TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE WAYNE METROPOLITAN 
HOUSING AUTHORITY FOR ADMINISTRATIVE CONSULTING 
SERVICES FOR A SMALL CITIES COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK 
GRANT FOR A COMMUNITY HOUSING IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
(CHIP), AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (Ansel) 

 
Mr. Ansel stated that the City has worked with Wayne Metropolitan Housing Authority (WMHA) for 
many years for the administration of the CHIP Program grants. This legislation would allow the two 
entities to enter a contract for those services if the City is successful with its 2014 grant application. Mr. 
Breneman noted that the available funds total $850,000, of which $400,000 could be available to the City 
of Wooster and $450,000 could be available to Wayne County.  
 
Mr. Ansel moved, seconded by Mr. Myers, to suspend the rules and place on third and final reading.  
Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously (Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; 
Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-yes). 
 
Mr. Ansel moved, seconded by Ms. Knapic, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried unanimously 
(Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-yes). 
 
 
5. First Reading – RESOLUTION NO. 2014-33 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 

TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE WAYNE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

   (Ansel) 
 
Mr. Ansel noted that city council had received a presentation from Mr. Rod Crider of the Wayne 
Economic Development Council at a recent council meeting regarding the “Growing a Quality Future III 
Campaign.” Mr. Ansel gave a brief overview of the history of the city’s contributions to the work of the 
WEDC as well as noting the return on those investments. Mr. Silvestri thanked the WEDC for all of their 
hard work. However, Mr. Silvestri said he would be unable to support this legislation due to the increase 
in the amount requested over prior years. Ms. Knapic stated that she believes the increase is necessary in 
light of the WEDC’s plans to focus on workforce development and the need she believes exists for those 
efforts. Mr. Ansel stated that he believes the results of the investment into the work of the WEDC has 
been well worth it in terms of the businesses and jobs that their work has brought to the city. Mr. 
Buytendyk added that he, too, believes that the results of the work performed by the WEDC warrant the 
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investment. Mr. Buytendyk noted that it was because of the work of the WEDC that Wooster was recently 
named the number one micropolitan area in the country. Mr. Cavin and Mr. Myers also voiced their 
support of the legislation. Mr. Sanders said that while he admits the past success of the WEDC and 
believes it to be a positive, he questions some of the statistics provided and believes the requested 
contribution is too much. Mr. Sanders stated that, in light of the recent income tax increase, he would like 
to keep that money in town for city projects and that it is too soon after the tax increase for a request such 
as this one. 
 
Mr. Ansel moved, seconded by Ms. Knapic, to suspend the rules and place on third and final reading.  
Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously (Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; 
Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-yes). 
 
Mr. Ansel moved, seconded by Mr. Ulbright, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried 5-2, with 
Mr. Sanders and Mr. Silvestri opposing (Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-no; 
Silvestri-no; and Ulbright-yes). 
 
6. First Reading – RESOLUTION NO. 2014-34 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION TO ADVERTISE ACCORDING TO 
LAW AND ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE LOWEST AND BEST 
BIDDER FOR RESURFACING MORGAN STREET (Ulbright) 

 
Mr. Ulbright stated Morgan Street is a cement street and while removing some of the deteriorated asphalt 
patching, some of the aggregate in the concrete was exposed. The concrete needs to be sealed before the 
street can be resurfaced. Mr. Kobilarcsik noted that the asphalt did not come off as easily as the city had 
hoped, which is why the concrete underneath was damaged.  
 
Mr. Ulbright moved, seconded by Mr. Myers, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried 
unanimously (Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-
yes). 
 
7. First Reading – RESOLUTION NO. 2014-35 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION TO ADVERTISE ACCORDING TO 
LAW AND ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE LOWEST AND BEST 
BIDDER FOR RESURFACING PORTIONS OF OAK HILL AND 
MILLTOWN ROADS (Ulbright) 

 
Mr. Ulbright said he was glad to introduce this resolution for the repairs of Oak Hill and Milltown Roads. 
Mr. Ulbright thanked Wayne County for its contribution to the costs of repairing these roads. Mr. 
Ulbright stated the total estimated cost of the project is $185,000, with $74,000 to be funded by an Ohio 
Public Works Commission grant, $45,000 from city capital improvements funds, and the remaining 
$66,000 to come from the Wayne County Engineer. Mr. Ulbright noted that this project will not include 
curbs and sidewalks. Mr. Kobilarcsik stated that the county is going to start some ditching work right 
away. Ms. Knapic stated she was very glad to hear that the corner of Milltown and Oak Hill will repaired 
and made safer as many residents, as well as out-of-town visitors, use those roads for events at the north 
end of town.   
 
Mr. Ulbright moved, seconded by Ms. Knapic, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried 
unanimously (Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-
yes). 
 



Wooster City Council Meeting Minutes              
June 2, 2014     5 

8. First Reading – RESOLUTION NO. 2014-36 A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE 
NECESSITY OF CONSTRUCTING SIDEWALKS AND CURB RAMPS ON 
BEECHWOOD DRIVE, NORTHWESTERN AVENUE AND WESTRIDGE 
DRIVE, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (Ulbright) 

 
Mr. Ulbright thanked Mr. Barber for attending the meeting and for his support of the sidewalk project.  
Mr. Ulbright stated that approximately 94% of the cost to construct sidewalks in this neighborhood will 
be covered by an Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) Safe Routes to School (SRTS) grant and 
city funds. The ODOT SRTS money was not available when the subject was discussed in previous years. 
Mr. Ulbright stated of the total estimated cost of $402,000, $124,350 will come from the city’s capital 
fund, $255,321 will come from ODOT SRTS funds, and the remaining $22,329 will be from assessments 
to property owners.  
 
Mr. Ulbright moved, seconded by Mr. Silvestri, to suspend the rules and place on third and final reading.  
Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously (Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; 
Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-yes). 
 
Mr. Ulbright moved, seconded by Mr. Sanders, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried 
unanimously (Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-
yes). 
 
9. First Reading – RESOLUTION NO. 2014-37 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION TO PURCHASE VEHICLES IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE CAPITAL PLAN FOR 2014 (Ulbright) 

 
Mr. Ulbright stated the city needs to replace a 1992 dump truck that has over 120,000 miles and severe 
rusting on the frame and cab. Mr. Ulbright said that the cost is budgeted at $150,000 and will take 4-6 
months for delivery. Mr. Decker added that this vehicle needed extra work during the past winter to get 
the bed to go up and down for salting the roads. Mr. Silvestri asked if the city would trade-in the vehicle 
or if it would be scrapped out. Mr. Decker replied that the city would probably get scrap value out of it 
since the engine would not have much value with the high number of miles on it.  
 
Mr. Ulbright moved, seconded by Mr. Cavin, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried 
unanimously (Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-
yes). 
 
10. First Reading – RESOLUTION NO. 2014-38 A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE 

 ANNUAL TAX BUDGET FOR 2015 (Ansel) 
 
Mr. Ansel stated the annual budget process is required by law and must be submitted to the county budget 
commission so the county can calculate property tax rates and went over the statutory timeline that 
council will need to follow for this legislation. Mr. Ansel announced that city council would have a public 
hearing at the next council meeting, June 16, 2014. Mr. Ansel said he would be out-of-town at that 
meeting, so Mr. Sanders will conduct the public hearing in his absence. Mr. Buytendyk noted that the tax 
budget is separate from the city budget that details income and expenses for the city appropriations. Mr. 
Ansel left the legislation on first reading. 
 
11. First Reading –  RESOLUTION NO. 2014-39 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION TO ADVERTISE ACCORDING  TO 
LAW AND ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE LOWEST AND BEST 
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BIDDER FOR CONCRETE REPAIRS IN THE VICINITY OF TAYLOR 
AVENUE, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (Ulbright) 

 
Mr. Ulbright noted that the standards for concrete streets have changed over the years, and some of the 
city’s are in need of repair. Mr. Ulbright stated Taylor Street has failed in several areas and the city would 
like to repair the concrete streets. These repairs were unexpected at the time of budgeting.  
 
Mr. Ulbright moved, seconded by Mr. Silvestri, to suspend the rules and place on third and final reading.  
Upon roll call, motion carried unanimously (Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; 
Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-yes). 
 
Mr. Ulbright moved, seconded by Mr. Silvestri, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried 
unanimously (Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-
yes). 
 
12. First Reading – RESOLUTION NO. 2014-40 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE 

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION TO ADVERTISE ACCORDING TO 
LAW AND ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE LOWEST AND 
BIDDER FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF IMPROVEMENTS TO 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT (Sanders) 

 
Mr. Sanders stated that this legislation would allow the city to move forward with the Ohio EPA mandated 
improvement project. The total estimated cost is $4.3 million, of which $500,000 will be funded by an 
OPWC grant, $642,474 from an OPWC zero-percent interest loan, and the remaining $3,157,526 will be 
debt financed. Ms. Knapic asked how soon construction would begin on this project. Mr. Kevin Givins 
replied that ground breaking should begin in the fall and then it should take approximately 12 months to 
complete the project.  
 
Mr. Sanders moved, seconded by Ms. Knapic, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried 
unanimously (Ansel-yes; Cavin-yes; Knapic-yes; Myers-yes; Sanders-yes; Silvestri-yes; and Ulbright-
yes). 
 
VIII. MISCELLANEOUS 
Mr. Ansel announced that he has canceled the Finance Committee meeting scheduled for June 6, 2014 
since he will be out-of-the-country. He will re-schedule the meeting at a later date. 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT  
Mr. Ulbright moved, seconded by Ms. Knapic, to adjourn.  Motion carried and meeting so adjourned at 
9:21 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________  _____________________________________ 
Michael G. Buytendyk     Amy M. Hamilton 
President of Council     Clerk of Council 


