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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
March 2, 2009 

 
I. ROLL CALL & ORDERING OF AGENDA 
Acting President David Silvestri called the regular meeting of Wooster City Council to order at 7:30 p.m. in council 
chambers by asking everyone to rise and join in the Pledge of Allegiance.  The following members were present:  
Jon Ansel, Mike Buytendyk, Ed Schuch, David Silvestri, Jeff Steiner and Jon Ulbright. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mr. Steiner moved, seconded by Mr. Buytendyk, to approve minutes of the February 17, 2009 meeting.  Upon 
voice vote, motion carried unanimously. 
 
III. COMMUNICATIONS FROM MAYOR/ADMINISTRATION 
Mayor Breneman updated council on various activities in the city. 
 
IV. PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS FROM PUBLIC 
A letter was received from Keith Topovski, dated February 26, 2009, serving as notice of his resignation as 2nd 
Ward Councilman of Wooster City Council effective Monday, March 2, at 7:00 p.m.  Mr. Silvestri indicated he had 
received a letter from Jean Mohr, Chairman of the Wayne County Democratic Party, recommending Barbara 
Hustwit be considered to fill the unexpired term left by Keith Topovski. 
 
Jean Mohr, 390 Batdorf Rd, Wooster, was in attendance.  She spoke on the fairness of a bi-partisanship council   
and the Wayne County Democratic Party’s recommendation to appoint Barbara Hustwit , a former member of 
Wooster City Council, to fill the unexpired term as 2nd Ward representative through the end of 2009.  There were 
several members of the audience who stood in a show of support for the appointment of Ms. Hustwit to Wooster 
City Council.    
 
Mr. Ulbright moved, seconded by Mr. Schuch, to nominate Barbara Hustwit to fill the vacancy of Keith Topovski as 
2nd Ward representative on Wooster City Council.  Mr. Ulbright and Mr. Schuch both spoke in support of Ms. 
Hustwit’s appointment and her previous accomplishments while serving on Wooster City Council and the Wooster 
Planning Commission.  Mr. Ansel acknowledged Mr. Topovski’s years of service on Wooster City Council.  He also 
explained that his vote, in regards to Ms. Hustwit’s appointment, would be based entirely on the overwhelming 
feedback he had received from his constituents and it was not a bi-partisanship issue.  Upon roll call, motion failed 
2-4 (Ansel-no; Buytendyk-no; Schuch-yes; Silvestri-no; Steiner-no and Ulbright-yes).  There were no other 
nominations to fill the vacancy. 
 
The following members of the audience spoke:  Spiro Matso, 3322 Aspen Drive, Wooster and Marian Nickelson, 
876 Lois Ave., Wooster (additional bars in downtown Wooster). 
 
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS; PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None. 
 
VI. OLD BUSINESS 
1. Second Reading -  ORDINANCE NO. 2009-03 PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF 

$3,220,000 NOTES, IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS, FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PAYING THE PROPERTY OWNERS’ PORTION, IN ANTICIPATION OF 
THE LEVY AND COLLECTION OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS, AND THE CITY’S 
PORTION OF THE COST OF IMPROVING BEALL AVENUE FROM LIBERTY 
STREET TO BLOOMINGTON AVENUE BY GRADING, DRAINING, WIDENING, 
PAVING, CONSTRUCTING AND REHABILITATING SIDEWALKS, DRIVEWAY 
APPROACHES, CURBS AND RAMPS, INCLUDING PROVISION OF DECORATIVE 
STREET AND SIDEWALK DESIGNS AND MATERIALS AND APPURTENANT 
STREET AND SIDEWALK FURNISHINGS, INSTALLING WALKWAY STYLE 
LIGHTING FACILITIES AND NECESSARY APPURTENANCES THERETO, 
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INCLUDING THE INSTALLATION OF UNDERGROUND WIRING, RELOCATING 
OVERHEAD CABLES, WIRES, AND APPURTENANT EQUIPMENT 
UNDERGROUND, CONSTRUCTING STORM SEWERS, SANITARY SEWERS, 
WATER MAINS, SERVICE CONNECTIONS AND UTILITY MODIFICATIONS AND 
INSTALLING AND RELOCATING CATCH BASINS, MANHOLES AND 
HYDRANTS, AS REQUIRED, CONSTRUCTING RETAINING WALLS, PLANTING 
SHADE TREES AND PROVIDING RELATED LANDSCAPING, AND INSTALLING 
STREET AND TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNS, SIGNALS AND DEVICES, ALL IN 
CERTAIN DESIGNATED LOCATIONS, AND ACQUIRING ANY REAL ESTATE 
AND INTERESTS THEREIN REQUIRED THEREBY, ALL TOGETHER WITH THE 
NECESSARY APPURTENANCES THERETO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
(Ansel) 

 
Mr. Ansel stated the purpose of this legislation would be to roll over a one year financing arrangement that was 
originally projected for the Beall Avenue Streetscape.  The final figures of $3.2 million are now in place and a one 
year maturity note will be issued to undertake the financing for this renovation.  Mr. Ansel noted that a Fiscal 
Officer’s Certificate accompanied the legislation. 
 
Mr. Ansel moved, seconded by Mr. Schuch, to suspend the rules and place on third and final reading.  Upon roll 
call, motion carried unanimously (Ansel-yes; Buytendyk-yes; Schuch-yes; Silvestri-yes; Steiner-yes and Ulbright-
yes). 
 
Mr. Ansel moved, seconded by Mr. Schuch, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried unanimously (Ansel-
yes; Buytendyk-yes; Schuch-yes; Silvestri-yes; Steiner-yes and Ulbright-yes). 
  
2. Second Reading - ORDINANCE NO 2009-04 PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF 

$2,480,000 NOTES, IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS, FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF REFUNDING ALL OF THE CITY’S OUTSTANDING WATERWORKS 
SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT BONDS, SERIES 1996, DATED AS OF MARCH 15, 1996, 
WHICH WERE ISSUED FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING A PORTION OF THE 
COSTS OF IMPROVING THE MUNICIPAL WATERWORKS SYSTEM BY 
CONSTRUCTING, EQUIPPING AND FURNISHING A NEW WATER TREATMENT 
PLANT AND IMPROVING THE SITE THEREOF, INSTALLING PIPES, VALVES 
AND PUMPS, AND OTHERWISE IMPROVING THE SAME, AUTHORIZING AND 
DIRECTING THE CALL FOR REDEMPTION OF THOSE REFUNDED BONDS, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (Ansel) 

 
Mr. Ansel stated this legislation is to refinance the debt service for the Waste Water Treatment Plant upgrades.  The 
original note from 1996 can now be bundled together and refinanced from a 5.2% interest rate to a 3.5% interest rate 
or lower.  Refinancing of the long term debt could save the city between $40,000 to $50,000 a year.  Mr. Ansel 
noted that a Fiscal Officer’s Certificate accompanied the legislation. 
 
Mr. Ansel moved, seconded by Mr. Buytendyk, to suspend the rules and place on third and final reading.  Upon roll 
call, motion carried unanimously (Ansel-yes; Buytendyk-yes; Schuch-yes; Silvestri-yes; Steiner-yes and Ulbright-
yes). 
 
Mr. Ansel moved, seconded by Mr. Schuch, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried unanimously (Ansel-
yes; Buytendyk-yes; Schuch-yes; Silvestri-yes; Steiner-yes and Ulbright-yes). 
 
3.  Second Reading -  RESOLUTION NO. 2009-32 REQUESTING THAT THE PLANNING COMMISSION, 

PURSUANT TO WOOSTER CODIFIED ORDINANCE SECTION 1119.04, REVIEW 
AND CONSIDER PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENTS TO THE PLANNING AND 
ZONING CODE TO MERGE THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS WITH THE 
BOARD OF BUILDING APPEALS (Buytendyk) 
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Mr. Buytendyk stated this proposal is to combine the Board of Zoning Appeals with the Board of Building Appeals 
as they decide similar issues and one of the boards rarely meets.  This change would eliminate a board but maintain 
the same membership and allow issues to be reviewed by the one combined board.  Mr. Schuch asked if the recently 
vacated position of Val Jesionek, Planning & Zoning Manager, is being filled.  Mayor Breneman indicated the 
position has not been filled at this time and the job duties are being split between Mike Sigg, Tim Monea, Joel 
Montgomery and Laurie Hart.  Mr. Ulbright requested the resolution remain on second reading until all council 
members have a chance to look at the current list of members serving on both boards.  His understanding is that the 
combined membership of eight would be reduced to seven.  The resolution was left on second reading. 
  
VII. NEW BUSINESS 
Mr. Silvestri noted two letters were received from Mike Sigg, Director of Administration, requesting council to 
validate the transfer of property:  (1) Four Dell computers and two monitors to the Wayne County Commissioners 
for county based emergency services and (2) four digital cameras to Medway Drug Enforcement Agency.  Mr. 
Schuch moved, seconded by Mr. Steiner to approve the transfer of the property.  The motion was approved by voice 
vote.   
 
1. First Reading -  ORDINANCE NO. 2009-06 AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE OF THE 

CITY OF WOOSTER, OHIO TO ESTABLISH THE LAW ENFORCEMENT 
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING FUND, AND APPROPRIATING MONIES THERETO 
(Steiner) 

 
Mr. Steiner stated this ordinance is to create a special fund known as the Law Enforcement Professional Training 
Fund for the receipt and disbursement of funds for continuing professional training programs.   Any money received 
during 2008 for professional training would be transferred to the newly-created fund and it will be appropriated for 
approved training in 2009. 
 
Mr. Steiner moved, seconded by Mr. Buytendyk, to suspend the rules and place on third and final reading.  Upon 
roll call, motion carried unanimously (Ansel-yes; Buytendyk-yes; Schuch-yes; Silvestri-yes; Steiner-yes and 
Ulbright-yes). 
 
Mr. Steiner moved, seconded by Mr. Buytendyk, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried unanimously 
(Ansel-yes; Buytendyk-yes; Schuch-yes; Silvestri-yes; Steiner-yes and Ulbright-yes). 
 
2. First Reading - ORDINANCE NO. 2009-07 AMENDING PART ELEVEN, PLANNING AND ZONING 

CODE, OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WOOSTER, OHIO, BY 
THE ADOPTION OF AN AGRICULTURAL ZONING DISTRICT FOR THE ZONING 
OF AGRICULTURAL LAND THAT MAY BE ANNEXED INTO THE CITY 
WITHOUT ANY SPECIFIC DEVELOPMENT PLANS OR INTENTIONS (Buytendyk) 

 
Mr. Buytendyk noted a Public Hearing will be held on this ordinance at the next council meeting, March 16th at 7:30 
p.m.  Having the first reading prior to the public hearing was to give council a chance to review the ordinance in 
hopes it could be passed after the public hearing in order to meet a timeline in conjunction with the McCoy farm 
annexation.  Mr. Buytendyk stated an agricultural zoning code does not exist and being that Wooster is surrounded 
by agricultural it just makes sense to have this designation within the city’s zoning code.  He also noted that the 
proposed AG district will not lend itself to connotation as to what the land will be used for in the future as it is so 
general.  Mr. Silvestri added that when the zoning codes were updated there wasn’t any land within the city at the 
time that could have fallen under the AG designation and therefore it was inadvertently left out of the new code.  
The ordinance remained on first reading. 
 
3. First Reading - ORDINANACE NO. 2009-08 ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ANNUAL 

APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE (Ansel) 
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Mr. Ansel stated the referenced sum of $12,000 is associated with legal fees in the submission of a grant to the 
Clean Ohio Fund for Oak Hill Park and general meetings with key officials in the state government on behalf of the 
city.  These costs were bundled together and costs in excess of $5,000 have to be capitalized.  Mr. Ansel explained 
that moving the monies from one line item to another line item will allow the city to capitalize the park renovation 
project.  This ordinance is to transfer the appropriated funds from the General Fund, parks cost center, to the 
interfund transfer cost center, and from that fund to the Capital Improvements Fund for the purpose of paying the 
fees for outside counsel.   
 
Mr. Ansel moved, seconded by Mr. Schuch, to suspend the rules and place on third and final reading.  Upon roll 
call, motion carried unanimously (Ansel-yes; Buytendyk-yes; Schuch-yes; Silvestri-yes; Steiner-yes and Ulbright-
yes). 
 
Mr. Ansel moved, seconded by Mr. Steiner to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried unanimously (Ansel-
yes; Buytendyk-yes; Schuch-yes; Silvestri-yes; Steiner-yes and Ulbright-yes). 
 
4.  First Reading -  RESOLUTION NO. 2009-36 AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF 

ADMINISTRATION TO SELL PUBLIC PROPERTY, TO-WIT:  ONE EMERGENCY 
GENERATOR, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (Steiner) 

 
Mr. Steiner stated the fire division’s old generator was replaced with a larger generator.  The new generator is in 
service and the old generator is ready to be sold but first needs council’s approval as the determined value is over 
$3,000. 
 
Mr. Steiner moved, seconded by Mr. Buytendyk, to suspend the rules and place on third and final reading.  Upon 
roll call, motion carried unanimously (Ansel-yes; Buytendyk-yes; Schuch-yes; Silvestri-yes; Steiner-yes and 
Ulbright-yes). 
 
Mr. Steiner moved, seconded by Mr. Silvestri, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried unanimously 
(Ansel-yes; Buytendyk-yes; Schuch-yes; Silvestri-yes; Steiner-yes and Ulbright-yes). 
 
5. First Reading - RESOLUTION NO. 2009-37 AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF 

ADMINISTRATION TO ENTER INTO A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT 
WITH ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES OF WOOSTER, OHIO FOR ENGINEERING 
SERVICES FOR PHASE II OF THE AKRON ROAD RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (Ulbright) 

 
Mr. Ulbright explained the Federal Highway Administration recently announced that cities could apply for stimulus 
monies to be spent on highway infrastructure projects as part of the Federal Stimulus Program.  In order to meet the 
submission deadlines the design process must begin as construction plans and R/W acquisitions are required to be 
completed by September 2010.  Therefore resolutions #2009-37 and #2009-38 are for the purpose of entering into 
engineering design contracts with an ODOT approved firm to show the city’s commitment to the projects.  If the 
stimulus monies are awarded the city will be reimbursed monies spent.  Resolution #2009-37 is for Phase 2 of the 
reconstruction of Akron Road from Gateway Drive to Long Road, and the cost of the contract will not exceed 
$385,000, of which amount $50,000 is budgeted in the Permissive Tax Fund and the remainder is being 
appropriated from the unencumbered balance of the Capital Improvements Fund and/or Permissive Tax Fund.  Mr. 
Ulbright feels Akron Road is a very strong corridor of the city and any improvements in this area would help the 
city in regards to economic development for attracting new businesses and maintaining/expanding existing business.  
Mr. Montgomery elaborated on the funding of the projects.  Mr. Steiner questioned why Phase 1 was not listed on 
the resolution and Mr. Benson indicated the design for Phase 1 was passed last year and is already underway. 
 
Mr. Ulbright moved, seconded by Mr. Buytendyk, to suspend the rules and place on third and final reading.  Upon 
roll call, motion carried unanimously (Ansel-yes; Buytendyk-yes; Schuch-yes; Silvestri-yes; Steiner-yes and 
Ulbright-yes). 
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Mr. Ulbright moved, seconded by Mr. Silvestri, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried unanimously 
(Ansel-yes; Buytendyk-yes; Schuch-yes; Silvestri-yes; Steiner-yes and Ulbright-yes). 
 
6.  First Reading -  RESOLUTION NO. 2009-38 AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF 

ADMINISTRATION TO ENTER INTO A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT 
FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE MELROSE DRIVE RECONSTRUCTION 
PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (Ulbright) 

 
Mr. Ulbright stated that approximately a month ago the Infrastructure Committee held a meeting and discussed 
improving Melrose Drive but was unsure of where the funding would come from.  If the stimulus money is awarded, 
it will give the city the opportunity to fulfill the Melrose Drive improvement project.  The cost of such contract will 
not exceed $175,000.00, which amount is hereby appropriated from the unappropriated balance in the Capital 
Improvements and/or Permissive Tax Funds.  As in the previous resolution, this cost is for the purpose of entering 
into an engineering design contract with an ODOT approved firm to show the city’s commitment to the project.  
Mayor Breneman wanted to clarify that if the stimulus dollars do not come through, the Melrose Drive project will 
be put on hold until it can be budgeted in the capital plan, but the design work will be completed. 
 
Mr. Ulbright moved, seconded by Mr. Ansel, to suspend the rules and place on third and final reading.  Upon roll 
call, motion carried unanimously (Ansel-yes; Buytendyk-yes; Schuch-yes; Silvestri-yes; Steiner-yes and Ulbright-
yes). 
 
Mr. Ulbright moved, seconded by Mr. Buytendyk, to adopt.  Upon roll call, motion to adopt carried unanimously 
(Ansel-yes; Buytendyk-yes; Schuch-yes; Silvestri-yes; Steiner-yes and Ulbright-yes). 
 
VIII. MISCELLANEOUS 
Mr. Schuch indicated that the concerns he mentioned at the last council meeting regarding snowplowing and 
maintenance on Billiar Street have been taken care of. 
 
Mr. Ulbright stated he was disappointed that his nomination of Barbara Hustwit was rejected and recognized Keith 
Topovski for his years of service on Wooster City Council. 
 
Mr. Silvestri explained that according to City Charter council has 30 days, approximately April 1, 2009, to make an 
appointment to fill the council vacancy.  He noted March 16, 2009 is the only regularly scheduled meeting in that 
period and nominations could be considered at that time.  A majority vote of council would fill the seat within that 
timeframe, otherwise the appointment would be at the mayor’s sole discretion.   
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT  
Mr. Buytendyk moved, seconded by Mr. Steiner, to adjourn.  Motion carried and meeting so adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
 
_____________________________________  _____________________________________ 
David J. Silvestri     Cheryl K. Collins 
Acting President of Council     Clerk of Council 
 


